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Ken Mulligan OAM 
Managing Director

The year 2014 was yet another exceptional period for 
YWAM Medical Ships as we have continued to serve in 
Papua New Guinea (PNG). Tens of thousands of people 
have been assisted in some of the most isolated and 
difficult places in the world to access. We have built 
capacity and made training support possible; we have 
delivered services via ship in 2 additional provinces and 
via land-based teams in 2 others; and then, on the 4 
December, purchased a new ship, the culmination of 5 
years of planning. What a year!

This body of this report includes 2014 statistics and 
remarkable stories of program development, our many 
generous partners and, most importantly, lives transformed 
throughout this year.  For a brief introduction to who we 
are, read below.

Working Together to Address Critical Challenges

In a nation where forty three percent of the population 
is under the age of 15, one in four Papua New Guinean 
children will not live to celebrate their 40th birthday. One 
among a series of similarly sobering statistics, a grim 
picture emerges of critical human suffering confronting 
a beautiful nation, just a few hundred kilometres off 
Australia’s coast.
 
Delivering basic services in PNG poses enormous 
challenges with 80% of the population living in remote, 
rural areas.  These communities are scattered over rugged 
terrain, complex river systems, vast expanses of ocean and 
an extensive coastline.
 
YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA) has 
demonstrated success in engaging isolated communities 
through the use of a Training and Medical Ship.
 
The first vessel deployed in PNG, MV Pacific Link, has 
reached the limits of its service capacity with YWAM MSA 
but will be usefully re-deployed with a sister organisation 
serving for a period in other parts of the Pacific.

In its place, the much more modern MV YWAM PNG 
has been secured to serve throughout PNG’s Southern 
Region and Huon-Gulf.  With its vastly improved service 
specifications, this vessel provides an opportunity for a 
staggering 500% increase in operational capacity.
 
Stage 1 of the refit to transform this former boutique cruise 
catamaran into a Training and Medical Ship is currently 
underway, with a much anticipated maiden voyage into PNG 
waters planned for April – June 2015.

YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA)

YWAM MSA is part of Youth With A Mission, a worldwide 
Christian movement operating in more than 180 countries 
since its establishment in 1960. The YWAM community 
has a 30 year history of operating ships for humanitarian 
activities around the world.

YWAM MSA has been operating health care and training 
initiatives in PNG since 2010, in partnership with health 
sector lead National Department of Health (NDoH) and 
respective provincial governments.

The program is guided by key local policy documents 
including PNG’s National Health Plan: 2011-2015 and the 
PNG-Australia Partnership for Development: Health and 
HIV/AIDS Schedule, along with a shared commitment to 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).
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1.2 milestOnEs and HigHligHtS
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283 volunteers from 21 nations including: 
32 PNG nationals and 109 Australian nationals.

AUSTRALIA (39%)

USA (14%)

PNG (11%)

CANADA (9%)

NEW ZEALAND (8%)

UK (6%)

OTHERS (13%)

2014 was another incredible year for YWAM Medical 
Ships - Australia (YWAM MSA).  Selected milestones and 
highlights are listed below.

STRONG GROWTH IN FIELD ACTIVITIES
Since its first short pilot in Gulf Province in 2010, YWAM 
MSA has increased its field activities year on year.  
Outputs (field activities) conducted in 2014 were up 35% 
on the previous year as the MV Pacific Link was pushed 
to capacity prior to its retirement.

PILOT SHIP VOYAGES INTO MILNE BAY AND ORO
September saw pilot voyages by a YWAM MSA Ship-
based team into both of these Provinces. The MV Pacific 
Link spent its final months in Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
serving in the new waters of Oro Bay, Tufi, Milne Bay 
and the Trobriand Islands.

OVERCOMING THE IMPOSSIBLE - AUSTRALIA EAST 
COAST TOUR
The MV YWAM PNG, the replacement Training and 
Medical Ship for the retiring MV Pacific Link, undertook 
a successful tour along the East Coast of Australia to 
raise awareness regarding partnership with PNG and 
the work of YWAM MSA.  Over 18,000 people toured 
the vessel during this time and many more heard the 
message via school programs and a media campaign.

PRESENTATION AT PNG MEDICAL SYMPOSIUM
YWAM MSA had the opportunity to present to the PNG 
Public Health Association meeting whilst attending the 
50th PNG Medical Symposium in Goroka in September.  
Representatives also attended the Ophthalmology 
Association meeting.

YWAM MSA – INTEROIL DOCUMENTARY 
AND GALA EVENT
InterOil Corporation, one of YWAM MSA’s Platinum 
Foundational Partners, funded the production of a short 
documentary profiling the organisation’s work in the 
Gulf Province.The global premiere of this documentary 
was held at a prestigious Gala Event in Port Moresby 
and hosted by YWAM MSA Patron, Sir Rabbie Namaliu.  
More than K6 million PGK ($2 million AUD) in cash and 
pledges was raised.

MEMBERSHIP OF EYE HEALTH STAKEHOLDER 
FORUMS
YWAM MSA was officially invited to join the PNG 
Prevention of Blindness Committee and also joined the 
International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness 
(IAPB), recognising the organisation’s efforts to 
improve eye health and correct reversible blindness in 
rural PNG. 

JAMES COOK UNIVERSITY (JCU)
An exciting opportunity opened for final year medical 
students studying at JCU in 2014.  YWAM MSA provided 
supervised medical electives in remote rural PNG for a 
select group of graduating doctors interested to learn 
more about PNG and get hands-on serving in the Pacific 
healthcare context.

EXPANDED ‘SAFE WATER’ PROJECT
Expanded activity surrounding safe drinking water was 
developed in 2014 which saw more than 175,000 litres 
of clean water ‘on tap’ in Gulf, Western, Oro and Milne 
Bay Provinces.  YWAM MSA volunteers collaborated with 
locals to see water tanks in disrepair brought back to 
useful purpose.

ACQUISITION OF MV YWAM PNG 
Alongside ongoing dedicated field work by the MV 
Pacific Link and team, the year 2014 was dominated by 
the campaign to purchase the MV YWAM PNG.  And 
a successful campaign it was, with possession of the 
vessel taken on December 4th.

OUR PEOPLE IN 2014
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Clinic Outreach Statistics

Primary Health Care Patients ............................................................................................................ 9,109
Immunisations Given ......................................................................................................................... 9,833
Dentistry Procedures ........................................................................................................................ 2,960
Optometry Clinic Patients ................................................................................................................. 2,810
Ophthalmology Procedures ............................................................................................................... 109
Attendees at Health Promotion Sessions .......................................................................................... 36,167
Professional Development Educational Services..................................................................................889
Preventative Health Resources Distributed ....................................................................................... 19,882

Total health and training services provided .................................... 81,759
 

Water, Sanitation, and Small Engine Activities

Attendees at Basics of Eletricity/Generator Training .......................................................................... 33
Generators/Outboard Motors Collaboratively Serviced ....................................................................... 42
Attendees at ‘Safe Water’ Training .................................................................................................... 240
Number of Collaborative ‘Safe Water’ Projects*..................................................................................44

Total water, sanitation, and small engine activities  ........................ 359 

TOTAL OUTPUTS ......................................................................... 82,118

*Litres of water put ‘on-tap’ through collaborative projects ..................................................................175,000L
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Youth with a Mission (YWAM) is a worldwide Christian 
movement operating in more than 180 countries since 
1960. YWAM is decentralised in structure; each centre is 
financially and legally autonomous, allowing locations to 
adapt and serve the specific needs of 
the community. 

YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA) is a 
Christian charity that aims to care, connect, serve and 
build with individuals and communities.

YWAM MSA values individuals’ rights to quality of life. 
The shared motivation is to provide people with 
the following:

• Access to quality health care
• Food, clean drinking water and shelter
• Opportunity for education
• Expression of culture, arts and entertainment
• Healthy relationships
• Exposure to Christian faith and values
• Fair and productive government
• Opportunity to work and develop

YWAM MSA is actively developing communities by 
addressing health care and training needs in Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) in partnership with the relevant national 
and provincial government administrations.  The program 
is guided by the vision and priorities of key policy 
documents including PNG’s National Health Plan: 2011-
2020 (NHP: 2011-2020).  It also honours the 
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PNG - Australia Parternship for Development: Health and 
HIV/AIDS Schedule and a shared commitment to the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

YWAM MSA implements its program, in association with 
key stakeholders and partners, via use of a Training and 
Medical Ship (in a ‘mother ship’ role) and land-based 
teams deployed in rural PNG communities.  Memoranda 
of Understanding (MOU) are in place with a number of 
sector leads including the National Department of Health 
(NDoH) and provinces engaged. All of YWAM MSA staff, 
including senior project managers, are full-time volunteers.

YWAM MSA is a signatory to the World Relief Australia 
Code of Conduct and a registered project of Australian 
Mercy (ACFID member).

VISION
YWAM MSA’s vision is based on the need for a respectful 
and collaborative partnership with the people of PNG 
and Australia. The aim is to see major, sustainable 
health improvement in PNG while simultaneously seeing 
relationships strengthened between Australia and PNG.

MISSION
To see improved quality of life for the people of PNG 
through development-focused programs, with current 
emphasis on the health sector, while also building 
Australians’ capacity to serve through volunteering.

ANNuAl REPORT 2014 - who we are 10



The retiring YWAM Training and Medical Ship, MV Pacific 
Link, came under the management of YWAM Australia 
in 2010. The vessel was previously managed by YWAM 
Marine Reach New Zealand, primarily conducting its work 
in Fiji and Samoa before it began working in PNG with 
YWAM MSA, based out of headquarters in Townsville.

Before YWAM MSA commenced operations in PNG, 
leaders met with the then PNG Secretary for Health, 
Dr Clement Malau.  During this 2009 meeting, Dr Malau 
gave his endorsement to the project and invited YWAM 
MSA to operate in PNG.  Dr Malau’s advice was to 
initially focus on the Gulf and Western Provinces where 
healthcare services were most lacking.

YWAM MSA launched operations in February 2010 with 
a 16-port public relations tour along the East Coast 
of Australia. During this campaign, 7.6 million people 
heard the ‘I WANT TO LIVE’ message of hope for 
both PNG and Australia, through a Ship Tour, school 
presentation, civic reception, or media campaign. The 
tour was beneficial in building YWAM MSA networks 
across Australia, as well as strengthening the partnership 
between Australia and PNG.

The MV Pacific Link, under YWAM MSA management, 
made its maiden voyage to PNG in August 2010 to 
commence a three-month pilot program in the Gulf 
Province. Building on three years of surveys and 
assessments, YWAM MSA found the model to be 
successful and was invited to return the following year 
by the Gulf Provincial Government, village leaders and 
rural healthcare workers.

In 2011, YWAM MSA expanded its operations and 
conducted a total of eight two-week outreaches across 
the Gulf Province, Western Province and National Capital 
District of PNG. In addition to this, a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) was signed between YWAM MSA 
and NDoH (National Department of Health), formalising 
the relationship.

The year 2012 was YWAM MSA’s third set of outreach 
voyages in PNG and grew in strength again, with an 
increase in overall project output volumes of 24% in 
comparison to 2011.

The journey continued in 2013.  In addition to conducting 
outreaches in the Gulf Province, Western Province and 
National Capital District (urban settlements), land-based 
Advance Teams engaged Milne Bay and Oro Provinces 
on invitation by these provincial administrations.

The year 2014 has seen the growth pattern continue 
with Training and Medical Ship outreaches to all 
major areas of Gulf and Western Province engaged to 
date and further land based teams to Oro and Milne 
Bay Provinces, followed by pilot Ship outreaches.  A 
relationship was also forged with Morobe Province, with 
the signing of an MOU and land-based advance work 
commencing and partnership with Central Province was 
also strengthened.

All the while the pursuit of a new vessel to replace 
the retiring MV Pacific Link and expand training and 
medical services continued, culminating in a lease-to-
buy contract being signed on the former boutique cruise 
catamaran, MV YWAM PNG, in July.  This was followed 
by an 8-port public relations and fundraising tour in 
Australia and advocacy campaign in PNG, spreading the 
message of ‘Overcoming the Impossible’ and seeking to 
raise the $6.5 million AUD required for purchase.

The vessel was purchased on December 4th 2014 and 
renamed MV YWAM PNG, reflecting the core mandate 
of the vessel.  MV Pacific Link has officially retired from 
service and YWAM MSA now enters the new vessel’s 
refit phase ahead of 2015 deployment in Papua New 
Guinean waters.
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PAPUA NEW GUINEA
YWAM MSA has the capacity to overcome isolation and 
lack of infrastructure through the use of a ship, allowing 
local health workers and other volunteer personnel access 
to many communities which currently struggle to receive 
basic service delivery.  Both Ship-based and land-based 
(usually deployed from the Ship to reach further in-land) 
activities occur.  The focus is largely on primary health 
care, particularly the health of women and children, 
health promotion and preventative medicine.  Oral health, 
correcting reversible vision loss and cataract blindness have 
also been major areas of activity to date.

The acquisition and refit of the MV YWAM PNG will allow 
further expansion of the work with additional procedural 
capacity aboard, a radiology suite and laboratory facilities 
plus extended training areas.  The vessel provides a 
supportive platform to mobilise outreach services (‘patrol’) 
to otherwise very difficult to access areas.

Important collegial support and in-service updates for rural 
health care workers are incorporated alongside clinical 
work.  In addition, training sessions on generator and 
outboard motor maintenance and repair plus safe drinking 
water projects are important elements of the program, 
influencing logistical and environmental determinants       
of health.

Papua New Guinean nationals play a special role on 
YWAM MSA outreach teams.  For example, young PNG 
medical and dental graduates come aboard and benefit 
from opportunities to receive close mentoring from 
YWAM colleagues whilst experiencing their skills making a 
significant difference to remote rural communities.  Young 
PNG general volunteers also have valuable international 
exposure and coaching as they are welcomed to serve their 
nation as part of a YWAM MSA team.

AUSTRALIA
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade leads 
Australia’s development relationship with PNG.
“PNG is our nearest neighbour. Improving the lives of poor 
people and promoting stability are central to Australia’s 
interests. Australia is the largest donor to PNG. Australia’s 
role as PNG’s leading bilateral donor is globally recognised. 
Australian aid is having an impact on the lives of Papua 
New Guineans, and Australia will continue to play a leading 
role in supporting PNG’s development, including through 
aid.” 1 “Our aim is to help the people that need to be 
helped now whilst helping the government strengthen its 
ability to deliver essential services in the future.” 2

YWAM MSA seeks to support the principles of the PNG 
– Australia Partnership for Development.  One of the 
organisation’s major goals is to educate Australians on the 
valuable partnership between the two nations and build 
on person-to-person connections.  Practical action occurs 
through volunteering opportunities as well as the collection 
of donations and gift-in-kind contributions. YWAM 
MSA actively engages schools, churches, service clubs, 
businesses and various community groups across Australia 
and PNG to foster positive development relationships.  
Together, we provide assistance now and also help 
strengthen service delivery for the future.

REFERENCES:
1   Australian Aid, 2013a, “Why we give Aid to Papua New Guinea”, http://
aid.dfat.gov.au/countries/pacific/png/Pages/why-aid.aspx; Accessed Dec 2014.
2   Australian Aid, 2013b, “How we give Aid to Papua New Guinea,” http://

aid.dfat.gov.au/countries/pacific/png/Pages/how-aid.aspx; Accessed Dec 2014.
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2.4 HOlistIc, assET-BaSeD apprOaCh tO
Our PrOGramMing

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

YWAM MSA administrative and logistical support office 
is based at YWAM Townsville, Australia. The Board can 
be contacted via this office. See details backcover. 

Board of Directors:

Mrs. Rebekah Hoover – Chairperson
Mr. Ken Mulligan OAM – Managing Director
Mr. Steve Aherne – Director
Mr. Jared Hoover – Director
Capt. Jeremy Schierer – Director
Mrs. Anna Scott – Director (Secretary)
Mr. David Stevenson – Director

Project Management Team 

Mr. Ken Mulligan OAM
Mrs. Robyn Mulligan 
Mr. Netani Bolatolu  
Dr. Sarah Dunn
Mr. Jared Hoover
Mrs. Rebekah Hoover
Mr. Ben Hudson

2.5 BOArD Of d IrEcTors 
and PrOjeCt ManAgEmEnT team  

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

YWAM MSA takes a holistic, asset-based approach to 
developing its programs, currently focused in the health 
sector but with considered diversification underway. The 
overarching goal is to empower communities to achieve 
long-term, sustainable development outcomes.

YWAM MSA’s holistic approach involves engaging all 
spheres of society:
• Family (nuclear and extended)
• Economics (research and development, science and 

technology, business, and health care)
• Government (executive, legislative, judicial)
• Religion (local church and mission)
• Education (preschool, primary, secondary, tertiary, 

and vocational)
• Celebration (arts, entertainment, and sports)
• Communications/ Media (print, digital, broadcast)

YWAM MSA believes that all of these spheres are key 
building blocks in sustainable community revitalisation 
and development. Program design seeks to actively 
engage each of these and to collaborate with 
communities to exchange skills and experience in order 
to empower the pursuit of their development aspirations.

YWAM MSA’s community development philosophy 
uses the asset-based community development (ABCD) 
model.1  This approach focuses on building relationships, 
honouring authorities and appreciating and mobilising 
individual and community talents, skills and assets.  This 
direct focus on strengths helps to empower communities 
by instilling hope and a positive vision of themselves and 
their collective future.  This encourages self-mobilisation 
for change.  

REFERENCES
1 Asset Based Community Development Institute, Northwestern 
University, 2009, “About Us”, http://www.abcdinstitute.org/; Accessed 
December 2014

Ms. Kara Medlock
Ms. Hannah Peart
Mrs. Jennifer Rentsch
Mr. Philip Rentsch
Capt. Jeremy Schierer
Mrs. Anna Scott
Mr. Matthew Scott
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What a tremendous year it has been for YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA).

The theme, “Overcome Impossible” could not have been more appropriate and what a privilege it has been to help 
overcome impossible in the lives of so many people.

Delivery of health care, community development and training services in some of Papua New Guinea’s extremely 
isolated areas has been deemed impossible at times, so how rewarding it is to partner with provincial health 
authorities, community health workers, village leaders and volunteers from around the world to deliver over 249,000 
outputs since 2010.

I am delighted to report a 35% increase in our field activities in 2014, as the program strengthens year on year.  
But behind the statistics, is the real story of individual lives touched in an enduring way.  For example, overcoming 
impossible odds to bring a simple light source to a remote delivery room (story page 29) makes a tremendous 
ongoing impact for health care workers and the communities they serve.

To see all of this achieved requires a remarkable investment of passion.  Operating two Ships this year was an 
exciting feat for our team and they certainly rose to it.  While the MV Pacific Link engaged communities and 
delivered services in PNG (including YWAM MSA’s first visit to Oro and Milne Bay Provinces), the MV Ammari 
embarked on the “Overcome Impossible Tour”.

Over the course of this awareness raising and fundraising voyage down Australia’s East Coast, over 18,000 people 
toured the Ship and more than 1000 people registered interest to volunteer.

Thursday 4 December was a milestone day, during which we finalised the “impossible” $6.5 million purchase of the 
MV Ammari.  Now re-named MV YWAM PNG, the vessel can step into her new role to help PNG overcome some of 
the formidable health challenges faced particularly in rural areas.

What a joy and a privilege to Overcome Impossible with so many amazing partners, donors, volunteers and of course, 
our incredible Patrons, Managing Director and Board of Directors.  My hope is that as you read the pages to come, 
your heart will be filled with joy and inspiration to continue to overcome impossible.

   Rebekah Hoover
   Chairperson
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It is my pleasure to have stood as the Papua New Guinea Patron for YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA) 
in this my third year.

Along with my co-patron based in Australia, Honourable Mike Reynolds, we are immensely proud of our organisation 
– its philosophy and its people.  The impact of this work is immense as YWAM MSA partners with the National and 
Provincial Governments of PNG to both help bridge a critical current gap in basic rural health service delivery and 
also contribute to broader efforts to sustainably strengthen the sector at the coalface.

Over the past five years, our retiring Training and Medical Ship, MV Pacific Link, has brought together thousands of 
volunteers from across the world to serve under this remarkable program, led by Memoranda of Understanding with 
both national and provincial level leadership.  Together, we are focused on assisting PNG to achieve the goals our 
government has established for health.  In particular, the aspirations of the National Health Plan: 2011-2020 and also 
attaining progress on the Millennium Development Goals.

And this is indeed a story of team.  With our ship, the support from our partners (in both the government and 
corporate spheres) and the sheer grit of our volunteers, we have been able to accomplish incredible things in very 
difficult to access locations.  It is most inspiring to see lives literally being transformed in ways we have not seen for 
a long time in these areas.  And the story has only just begun.

After significant financial contributions from Minister Charles Abel, PNG Department of National Planning and 
Monitoring, and also from the Governors of the Southern Region and Morobe, plus many other notable capital donors 
from Australia and further afield, the MV Ammari been purchased.

The MV Pacific Link, having reached the end of its operational capacity, can now be retired and this vastly improved 
replacement vessel brought into service in PNG.  I can vouch that the campaign throughout 2014 to purchase this 
Ship has been a very worthy cause.  And indeed, not the cause of one organisation but rather a vital opportunity for 
PNG itself, now reflected in the renaming of the vessel: MV YWAM PNG.

It brings me great excitement to consider what is to come in 2015 through the refit of this new Training and Medical 
Ship dedicated to our nation.  I look forward to journeying forward with many of you as we see a new chapter in the 
YWAM MSA story unfold.

   Sir Rabbie Namaliu GCL KCMG CSM
   Patron - Papua New Guinea

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA
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The year 2014 was indeed an outstanding year for YWAM Medical Ships - Australia (YWAM MSA) with two major 
objectives being achieved. Firstly we have seen the multi-million dollar redevelopment of the former TAFE building in 
Townsville’s CBD, now restored to become a first class location for the headquarters of YWAM MSA in Australia.

Co-located with YWAM Townsville’s ‘City Campus’, the dual use of this site so wonderfully honours the strong 
Sister City relationship between Port Moresby and the City of Townsville. This Campus has undergone rejuvenating 
works during 2014 through the dedicated labour and generosity of local volunteers and Townsville’s commercial and 
industrial sectors and is a credit to the people-to-people connections between the nations of Australia and PNG. 

Secondly we have achieved what many saw as impossible, in securing the $6.5M MV YWAM PNG (formally known as 
Ammari). YWAM MSA’s new Training and Medical Ship will service six provinces of PNG from 2015 and provide critical 
training and health service opportunities to hundreds of thousands of PNG residents in the years to come. 

As the Australian Patron of YWAM MSA I want to particularly congratulate our Managing Director Ken Mulligan for 
his vision, hope and leadership in achieving these two major goals in 2014. It is a great credit to Ken, his wife Robyn 
and every member of his hard working, committed and professional group of volunteers. What a great team they 
have been and it has been an incredible privilege to work with them in achieving these outcomes!

All of the hard work in 2014 and everything that has been achieved builds an excellent platform for the ambitious program 
that is planned for 2015. As Australian Patron, I am incredibly proud of this stage of development of YWAM MSA in our 
service to our nearest neighbour and indeed achieved less than six years from when all of this was just a vision.

   Hon. Mike Reynolds AM 
   Patron - Australia
   

ANNuAl REPORT 2014 - who we are
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RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR RABBIE NAMALIU 
GLC,CSM, KCMG
The Right Honourable Sir Rabbie Namaliu has served 
a distinguished political career, including as the fourth 
Prime Minister of PNG from 1988 to 1992. In 2012 he 
became Patron - Papua New Guinea for YWAM MSA, 
providing valuable insight in regards to operating in PNG 
and helping the nation reach its aspirations.  

HONOURABLE MIKE REYNOLDS AM
The Honourable Mike Reynolds is the former Speaker of 
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland and represented 
the electorate of Townsville. He served as Mayor of 
Townsville for nine years and established the sister city 
relationship between Townsville and Port Moresby in 
1983. Mr. Reynolds has served as YWAM MSA’s Patron 
- Australia since 2009 and offers advice and expertise 
when engaging government, business and the media 
within PNG and Australia.

IVAN BAXTER
Mr Ivan Baxter is a lawyer and partner at O’Shea & Dyer 
Solicitors in Townsville and has over 20 years experience 
in litigation.  He advises YWAM MSA on legal matters as 
operations continue to expand. 

DANNIELLE BROUGHAM
Ms Dannielle Brougham, with ten years experience as 
a qualified senior dental assistant, is heavily involved 
in clinical training of support staff for 1300SMILES Ltd. 
She has particpated in multiple YWAM MSA outreaches 
and is currently pursuing studies at The University 
of Adelaide. Ms Brougham provides dental industry 
insight to YWAM MSA, contributing to continuous 
improvements enhancing the experience of dental 
volunteers and also the standard of dental care provided 
on outreach.

MATTHEW COLWELL
Mr Matthew Colwell is an administrator and policy 
analyst with many years experience in community 
development and finance. After a successful career in 
the Australian Government, he has served for the last 
20 years in various leadership roles within YWAM.
Mr. Colwell has been of great assistance to YWAM 
MSA on various projects and programs.

REVEREND BRUCE CORNISH
Rev. Bruce Cornish is past-Chairman of the Uniting 
Church, North Queensland.  He has a long association 
with PNG and has been instrumental in connecting 
YWAM MSA with United Church ministers in the nation.

BRUCE COUTTS
Mr. Bruce Coutts has accumulated a wealth of experience 
and knowledge during his career of 25 years specialising 
in accounting and business administration.  As a Director 
of Coutts Redington, Mr. Coutts has provided invaluable 
expert advice and specialised accounting services to YWAM 
MSA over a number of years.

BRETT CURTIS
Mr Brett Curtis is the Director of YWAM Ships - 
Kona, Hawaii. Mr Curtis has had extensive experience 
operating ships in aid and development programs in 
different parts of the world and is an invaluable source 
of knowledge in the maritime field.

DR. PETER DAVIES
Dr Peter Davies is the founding ophthalmologist of 
Newcastle Eye Hospital, The Eye Hospital Research 
Foundation, and Hunter Eye Surgeons, Newcastle, 
NSW. He is a Clinical Lecturer with the University of 
Newcastle and a Visiting Medical Officer for the Hunter 
New England Area Health. In addition to subspecialty 
interests in vitreoretinal surgery and macula disease, 
Dr Davies also investigates modern surgical techniques 
for pterygium surgery and cataract surgery and will be 
extending his knowledge and expertise to YWAM MSA’s 
ophthalmic program. 

PETER DAWSON
Mr. Peter Dawson is the director of Dawson & Associates 
Ltd, a specialist maritime law firm that provides legal 
advice to national and international clients on all aspects 
of maritime law. Peter has over 20 years experience in 
this sector, with particular strengths in vessel registration 
and flagging, drafting of complex international sale 
contracts, asset restructuring and crewing issues. Mr 
Dawson acted as YWAM MSA’s lawyer on matters 
associated with the acquisition of the MV YWAM PNG.

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA
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CLIVE DODD
Mr. Clive Dodd, Townsville native and Project Manager at 
Henry Schein Halas, has played a key role in Australian 
dental education through his involvement in new schools 
in Charles Sturt University, James Cook University, 
Holmesglen, and smaller ADA Training Centres. A 
particular highlight has been the establishment of the 
University of Queensland Oral Health Centre. Mr Dodd 
brings his years of expertise to assist with the fit-out of 
the dental clinic on board the MV YWAM PNG.

GEOFF DUTTON
Mr Geoff Dutton is Executive General Manager of Ratch 
Australia Corporation, continuing a successful career 
in executive leadership of power and mining projects in 
Australia, China, South-East Asia and PNG.  Mr Dutton 
has provided valuable advice on the acquisition of a new 
medical ship.

GARY ESDAILE
Mr Gary Esdaile is an economist and naval architect. In 
2000 he formed a dynamic consulting team with Mr Ray 
Toman. Together they have provided YWAM MSA with 
valuable advice in respect to selecting a new vessel for 
PNG’s Southern Region.   

DR JAMBI GARAP
Dr Jambi Garap is a senior ophthalmologist at Port 
Moresby General Hospital.  She is very active in the 
development of eye care services in PNG and founded 
PNG Eye Care in 2008.  Dr Garap also played a major 
role in the development of the PNG National Eye Plan 
2011 - 2015.  Since 2010, Dr Garap has acted as host 
ophthalmologist to YWAM MSA’s ophthalmic teams as 
they serve in the nation.

LYNETTE GRUBWINKLER
Mrs Lynette Grubwinkler is a theatre nurse and Infection 
Control Coordinator at Queensland Eye Hospital and 
ophthalmic nurse at the Northside Eye Specialists in 
Brisbane.  She has assisted in the development of the 
YWAM MSA ophthalmic program and helped source 
equipment. Mrs Grubwinkler has extensive experience in 
ophthalmic outreaches and a strong passion to see PNG 
nationals trained in the area of eye health. 

APRIL HARPER
Ms. April Harper trained in Genetics at The University 
of Georgia before joining the Complex Carbohydrate 
Research Center for ten years. During this time, she 
discovered a novel protein interaction that initiated an 
immune response in plants. Her current research, with 
the University of the Nations, is in the field of rapid 
diagnostic testing between strains of tuberculosis. She 
is providing YWAM MSA with expert guidance on the 
medical laboratory science aspect of its program.

DR DARYL HOLMES
Dr Daryl Holmes is the founder of 1300SMILES 
Limited and serves as Managing Director.  Formerly a 
Royal Australian Air Force dentist, in 1991 Dr Holmes 
established his private practice in Townsville.  He now 
serves as a key advisor to YWAM MSA’s dental services 
and assists in networking with dental companies within 
Australia and overseas.  He has also volunteered on 
several Ship outreaches as an expert trainer to the PNG 
dental workforce.

PETER HONEYCOMBE
Mr Peter Honeycombe is the Managing Director of 
Honeycombes Property Group which he founded in 1996 
after working in Townsville on several tourism and large 
commercial projects.  Mr. Honeycombe places huge value 
on the Townsville community and plays a pivotal part in 
establishing a home-base for the Ship in North Queensland.

HIS EXCELLENCY CHARLES W LEPANI
H/E Charles Lepani is a long serving Papua New Guinean 
diplomat and current High Commissioner to Australia, 
a post he has held since 2005. A strong advocate for 
YWAM MSA among his networks both in PNG and 
Australia, he was Guest of Honour at a major fundraising 
event for the MV YWAM PNG in Townsville in 2014 and 
lent his expert advice to YWAM MSA’s senior leadership 
during a program development forum.
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DR KEITH MASLIN
Dr Maslin is husband to Shona, father to four children, 
and an avid marathoner from New Zealand.  He is the 
oversight and educator for optometrists providing diabetic 
screening in the greater Wellington area and consultant 
for the Wellington Hospital paediatric and strabismus 
ophthalmic service. Dr Maslin has a busy private practice 
including subspecialties of paediatric ophthalmology, 
strabismus, and diabetic retina. He has a passion for 
training and ophthalmology in developing nations. Dr Maslin 
has volunteered with YWAM MSA since 2010 and played a 
key role in the development of a SICS surgical procedure 
manual as a resource for PNG ophthalmologists. 

CRISTI MORF
Ms Cristi Morf is an international development and program 
management specialist with over 13 years experience in the 
delivery of aid in several developing countries. She worked 
for nearly a decade with the United Nations in PNG and is 
a valuable advisor for YWAM MSA’s program planning.

PAUL NERAU
Mr. Nerau is Board Chairman of the Independent  
Public Business Corporation.  This major PNG entity 
includes a portfolio of 12 major corporates.  Mr. Nerau 
has been an active advocate for the work of YWAM 
MSA and the importance of effective corporate social 
responsibility initiatives.

DR DOUG RANDALL
Dr Doug Randell is a general practitioner whose 
interests include international health as well as military 
and aviation medicine.  Alongside GP responsibilities in 
Canberra, he serves as Senior Contracted Clinician at 
the Royal Military College, Duntroon, and as an Aviation 
Medicine Specialist with the Australian Civil Aviation 
Safety Authority (CASA).  Dr Randell’s previous work 
has included primary healthcare projects in Australian 
Aboriginal communities, Afghanistan, East Timor, 
Indonesia, PNG, and Vanuatu.  He advises YWAM MSA 
regarding primary healthcare outreach clinics.

CHEY SCOVELL
Mr. Scovell is CEO of the Manufacturers Council 
of PNG and long time advocate for sustainable 
development in the nation.  He has been a strong 
support to YWAM MSA, providing expert advice on 
corporate affairs in the PNG context.

DR BILL TALBOT
Ophthalmologist, Dr William (Bill) Talbot, has been 
practicing in Townsville, Queensland since 2000. Dr 
Talbot came on board as an advisor and volunteer with 
YWAM MSA’s ophthalmic program in 2012, and has been 
a great asset to the team with his passion to bring vision 
to PNG and ability to engage the Townsville ophthalmic 
community to get involved. 
PETER TAPIOLAS
Mr Peter Tapiolas is a Director of Parkside Development 
Group, a family business associated with a quarter of all 
new housing development in the booming Townsville and 
Thuringowa region. Mr Tapiolas has played an integral 
role in rallying the Townsville community in supporting 
YWAM MSA as its operations significantly expand. 

RAY TOMAN
Mr Ray Toman has been a practicing naval architect for 
the last 40 years. Ray is a member of Royal Institution of 
Naval Architects (RINA), and up until his recent semi-
retirement in 2011, was a long-time member of Institution 
of Engineers Australia. Ray played a key part in selecting 
a replacement ship for the MV Pacific Link and continues 
to advise YWAM MSA on the refit of the new vessel. 

PETER TOWERS
Mr Peter Towers is the Managing Director of Enterprise 
Support Systems and creator of ESS BIZTOOLS and ESS 
BIZGRANTS. Mr Towers’ career has included 23 years 
as Principal of a public practice in Townsville and ten 
years in commerce, including six years as Chief Financial 
Officer/Company Secretary of an Australian Listed Public 
Company.. Mr Towers provides YWAM MSA advice on 
best quality management practices.

CARL VALENTINE
Mr Carl Valentine, partner in PwC Townsville, is a 
business and taxation advisor with over 16 years 
experience in Australia and PNG. He is a registered 
tax agent and a member of the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Australia.  Mr. Valentine advises YWAM 
MSA on establishing, managing, and growing operations 
in Australia and PNG.

JEFFREY WALL OBE, CBE
Mr Jeffrey Wall is a political consultant and has 
served as Advisor to the former PNG Prime Minister, 
Sir Rabbie Namaliu. He has played a valuable role 
as advisor to YWAM MSA in engaging with various 
stakeholders within PNG and Australia.
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STRAHAN WALLIS
Mr. Strahan Wallis is the Managing Director of Porter 
Novelli’s New Zealand division. Prior to joining this 
top-tier public relations consultancy firm, Mr Wallis was 
the National Communications and Marketing Manager 
of KPMG and has also held the role of Vice President 
Corporate Communications for Credit Suisse. He acts 
as a key media and public relations advisor for YWAM 
MSA, most recently helping develop YWAM MSA’s public 
awareness ‘Overcoming the Impossible’ campaign.

DR JEFF WARNER
Dr Jeff Warner is a Senior Lecturer at James Cook 
University.  He has conducted extensive research 
in infectious disease epidemiology and made strong 
contributions to strengthening health systems, 
laboratories and science professional skill-sets in the 
developing world, particularly PNG. Mr Warner has spent 
time working in Western Province, PNG, developing 
medical laboratory services and engaging in research.

DAVID WISSINK
Mr. Wissink is the CEO of large resource company, 
Morobe Mining Ltd.  He also stands as Board Chair 
of Angau Memorial General Hospital (AMGH), PNG’s 
second largest hospital, currently undergoing a 
multimillion dollar rebuild.  Mr. Wissink has been an 
advisor to YWAM MSA’s engagement in Morobe Province 
and also signatory (on behalf of AMGH) to the MOU 
between Morobe Provincial Government, AMGH and 
YWAM MSA.

YWAM PAPUA NEW GUINEA ELDERSHIP TEAM
The Eldership of Youth With a Mission in PNG has 
worked closely with the YWAM MSA program.  Key 
leaders have sailed and participated in field activities.  
YWAM MSA Managing Director, Mr. Ken Mulligan, is 
among this grouping and is in regular contact with other 
elders in various parts of PNG.  Mr. Winterford Barua is 
the current Convener of the Eldership.
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PNG NATIONAL DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
PNG National Department of Health (NDoH) signed a 
memorandum of understanding with YWAM MSA in 
2011, setting up a collaboration in health, training and 
community development programs in some of the most 
remote regions of PNG.  As health sector lead, NDoH 
oversees implementation of the PNG NHP: 2011-2020, 
the document to which YWAM MSA’s programming is 
aligned.  The department has provided strong support 
including provision of medication and immunisations 
and strategic advice on how to best strengthen rural 
healthcare delivery in PNG.

PNG DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL PLANNING 
AND MONITORING
The PNG Department of National Planning and Monitoring 
has given and pledged K5.5 million PGK from the State 
Church Partnership Program towards YWAM MSA’s 
new Training and Medical Ship, the MV YWAM PNG. An 
MOU was signed in October 2013 committing to work in 
collaboration in furthering the NHP: 2011-2020 goal of 
strengthened primary health care for all and improved 
service delivery for the rural majority and the urban 
disadvantaged.
  
STEAMSHIPS TRADING COMPANY
Steamships’ 95 years of experience in the Western 
Province of PNG, and the shipping industry overall, 
makes them an ideal partner for YWAM MSA. They are 
a Foundational Platinum Sponsor and have offered both 
financial and major logistical support including wharfage 
in Port Moresby, in-kind services, and valuable insights 
regarding shipping operations in PNG.

INTEROIL CORPORATION
Oil and gas company, InterOil, has extensive experience 
operating within PNG, particularly in the Gulf Province. 
As a Foundational Platinum Sponsor, InterOil has 
supplied YWAM MSA’s total fuel requirements 2013-2015. 
In 2014, the company sponsored a documentary film 
and fundraising gala for YWAM MSA’s new Training and 
Medical Ship; K6.19million PGK was given or pledged on 
the evening.  

SOUTHERN PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS
MOU’s have been signed with the Gulf, Western, 
Central, Milne Bay and Oro Provincial Governments 
committing to work in collaboration to reach the rural 
majority with essential health and training services. 
Each MOU commits to work in collaboration to further 
provincial health plans in the respective provinces. 
Capital funding towards the MV YWAM PNG has been 
given by the Central, Western and Milne Bay Provincial 
Governments and ongoing operational funding has been 
committed by all Provincial Governments.  Provincial 
Administrators and Provincial and District Health 
Advisors have been instrumental in developing an 
effective partnership with YWAM MSA.

MOROBE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT & ANGAU 
MEMORIAL GENERAL HOSPITAL
YWAM MSA began its partnership with Morobe Province 
in 2014. A Partnership Dinner in Lae was hosted by the 
administration in June, followed by the signing of an 
MOU between YWAM MSA, Angau Memorial General 
Hospital and Morobe Provincial Government aboard 
the MV YWAM PNG in August. A multirepresentative 
steering commitee provides guidance to this relationship.

CURTAIN BROS
Major civil construction company, Curtain Bros, has 
a long history of working in PNG and Australia. Their 
experience and expertise in shipping in PNG has been of 
great value to YWAM MSA. Curtain Bros has provided 
logistical support and wharfage at their shipyard on 
Motukea Island in Port Moresby.

ROTARIANS AGAINST MALARIA
Rotarians Against Malaria’s (RAM) objective is to 
strengthen local and national capabilities in malaria 
control. With malaria affecting over 90% of the PNG 
population, YWAM MSA has partnered with RAM 
through assisting with the distribution of mosquito nets 
in remote villages.

EMETI HEALTH CENTRE
Emeti Health Centre serves the catchment of the Bamu 
Rural LLG, Middle Fly District, Western Province. This 
is an area in which YWAM MSA has worked closely in 
recent years and partnership with the Health Centre 
staff and Middle Fly District Health team has been 
crucial to the success of field activities.

2.11 KEY paRtnERs
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WORLD VISION - STOP TB PROGRAM
World Vision in PNG leads the fight against TB with the 
Stop TB program.  YWAM MSA personnel have undertaken 
training to utilise the official health promotion materials 
associated with this program and continues to collaborate 
with World Vision.

UNITED CHURCH OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA
The United Church is one of the key health service 
providers in PNG’s Gulf Province. YWAM MSA collaborates 
with United Church community health workers (CHWs), 
maximising the reach of services and providing collegial 
training to workers in their own rural setting. 

GULF CHRISTIAN SERVICES
YWAM MSA has been working with Kikori and Kapuna 
Hospitals since 2009. Gulf Christian Services staff have 
been helpful in providing on-the-ground knowledge and 
expertise as well as assisting with numerous patient 
referrals. They have also provided personnel to collaborate 
with YWAM MSA’s outreaches in Kikori District.

LIVING LIGHT HEALTH SERVICES
Founded in 2000, Living Light Health Services (LLHS) 
is an operation of Foursquare Church, Kaugere, Port 
Moresby. Under contract with PNG NDoH, LLHS provides 
a range of health services to desperately under-serviced 
settlement communities. YWAM MSA partners with 
LLHS during Port Moresby-based outreaches.

ANGLICAN CHURCH OF PNG
Anglican Health Services are a major health service and 
training provider in Oro Province. A strong relationship 
has developed between YWAM MSA and St Margaret’s 
Hospital, Oro Bay.

1300SMILES 
1300SMILES is one of the largest dental service 
providers in Australia. It has been a key partner of the 
YWAM MSA dentistry program by providing dental 
personnel, funding and advocacy amongst dentistry 
networks. The company has also facilitated the donation 
of supplies and equipment. In 2014, 1300SMILES 
launched their $1/day Give Back Dental Program. Five 
percent of every customer’s dental plan is donated to 
YWAM MSA at no extra cost to the customer when the 
promotional code “SMILES” is used.

HONEYCOMBES PROPERTY GROUP
Honeycombes Property Group’s focus on regional growth 
in North Queensland has made them a strong advocate 
for YWAM MSA, based in Townsville. The organisation 
has been instrumental in making YWAM MSA’s program 
a Townsville venture and has helped create ownership for 
PNG in the Townsville community through its networking 
and influence.

AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
AND TRADE
The Australian Aid program, overseen by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) has 
been a significant supporter of YWAM MSA’s work in 
the Western Province.  A grant of $415,000 AUD was 
provided to support YWAM MSA’s program in this area 
over 2013 and 2014.  Further discussion is underway 
regarding strong synergies between the priorities of 
the Australian Aid program in PNG and work of the MV 
YWAM PNG in the future.

HENRY SCHEIN HALAS
Henry Schein Halas (HSH) is one of Australia’s largest 
providers of dental products and places priority on global 
social responsibility in respect to disadvantaged countries. 
HSH provides much of the equipment and consumables 
needed to operate YWAM MSA dentistry clinics in PNG.  
HSH were a major sponsor on YWAM MSA’s Australian tour 
this year. In addition to making a significant contribution 
towards fuel, HSH hosted continuing professional 
development nights for dentists aboard the MV YWAM 
PNG at multiple locations along the coast; giving YWAM 
MSA the opportunity to expand their dental networks and 
share about volunteering opportunities.

NETWORK COMMUNICATIONS
Network Communications is recognised as the 
largest Optus regional dealer in Australia. Network 
Communications supports YWAM MSA through their 
Charity Mobile Plan, offering customers the opportunity 
to donate 5% of their monthly bill to YWAM MSA.
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CITY OF CAIRNS
The City of Cairns welcomed the MV YWAM PNG with 
open arms in 2014.  Cairns is the closest Australian city 
to PNG and boasts a large ex-pat community and strong 
educational and economic ties to PNG.  The Sister-City 
relationship between Cairns and Lae was strengthened by 
the presence of the YWAM MSA vessel in September and 
friendship with the City will continue to deepen in 2015.

LIONS AUSTRALIA
Lions Australia’s long history of community service 
makes them an ideal partner to promote volunteerism 
and assist those in need. They are a great support to the 
YWAM MSA optometry program by assisting with sorting, 
cleaning, tagging and repackaging of donated spectacles 
for distribution in PNG. In 2011, Lions Australia also 
donated a Zodiac to YWAM MSA, improving transport 
logistics for teams and patients to and from the Ship.

PORT OF TOWNSVILLE
The Port of Townsville is a cornerstone of North 
Queensland’s economy and has been a generous supporter 
of YWAM MSA. The Port has provided in-kind services, 
new life jackets, and berthing for both the MV Pacific 
Link and MV YWAM PNG at the Marine Precinct when 
the ships are in Townsville. 

TOWNSVILLE BULLETIN
The Townsville Bulletin has shown strong support to 
YWAM MSA, sharing the vision to encourage Australian 
youth to volunteer and serve their community. The 
Bulletin’s weekly Newspapers in Education program 
devotes a page each month to educating over 3,000 
students about PNG and Ship’s work. It offers practical 
ways for students to engage both locally and abroad. 

CITY OF TOWNSVILLE 
Townsville is the unofficial capital of North Queensland 
and continues to be one of the fastest-growing cities 
in the State, with a population surpassing 170,000. The 
city has embraced the YWAM MSA program as its own. 
There has been much community support from schools, 
service clubs, churches, businesses and individuals.

SOUTHERN CROSS AUSTEREO
Southern Cross Austereo (SCA) connect with 95% 
of Australians each week via regional free-to-air TV 
networks, national radio networks, online, mobile and 
unique one off events. SCA provided fantastic support 
to YWAM MSA’s public awareness campaign along 
Australia’s east coast this year. SCA provided free 

advertising and radio interviews in each of the eight 
ports YWAM MSA visited along the coast. 

ALCON AUSTRALIA
Alcon is a global leader in eye care. Its mission is to 
enhance quality of life by providing innovative products 
that improve vision. Alcon provided a significant volume 
of ophthalmology consumables for YWAM MSA in 
2012, helping restore vision and enhance the sight of 
individuals in PNG.

YWAM INSTITUTE OF THE NATIONS
YWAM Institute of the Nations offers both accredited and 
non-accredited training programs. Partnering with the 
Institute enables YWAM MSA to strengthen the training 
element of its program. The Institute’s Cert IV Introduction 
to Primary Health Care (in developing communities) training 
program, for example, enables YWAM MSA to mobilise 
skilled personnel for various field roles.

AUSTRALIAN MERCY
Australian Mercy has over 20 years’ experience in aid 
and development work both in Australia and overseas. 
Australian Mercy joined forces with YWAM MSA in 2012 as 
part of their BUZZ-OFF campaign. This is a direct, multi-
faceted action campaign which offers education, testing 
and treatment to prevent and combat malaria. Since 2012 
BUZZ-OFF has provided mosquito nets, malaria testing 
kits and haemoglobin test kits for YWAM MSA outreaches 
in PNG.  YWAM MSA’s actvities in PNG are a registered 
project of Australian Mercy (ACFID member).

NORTH QUEENSLAND COWBOYS 
The Cowboys have a strong influence in PNG. Former 
Cowboys players Matty Bowen and James Segeyaro 
have been spokesmen for YWAM MSA’s education 
programmes in PNG, helping to promote the use of 
mosquito nets to prevent malaria and the importance of 
regular exercise. In 2014, YWAM MSA was also able to 
be a part of the Cowboys Boots for the Bush initiative 
(see story page 41). 

SENTRY MEDICAL
Sentry Medical is a key distributor of quality surgical and 
medical consumables to the public and private healthcare 
sectors across Australia and New Zealand. Sentry Medical 
has been serving the needs of healthcare providers 
and patients for over 24 years, and supports the 
initiatives of numerous charitable funds both locally and 
internationally, including YWAM MSA.
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Air Niugini
Alphapharm Pty Ltd (a Mylan Company)
Aputos
Aquacorp
Atlas Copco Compressors Australia
AusBarge Marine Services
Balmoral Uniting Church
Barnabas Foundation 
B.Braun Australia Pty Ltd
Biomedex
BOC Ophthalmic Instruments Pty Ltd
Brisbane Pilots
BSP
Captain Cook Cruises
Carl Zeiss Pty Ltd
Cattani Australia
Climatrol
Combined Metal Fabrication
Cook Islands Trust Corporation
Coutts Reddington
Credit Corporation
Critical Dental
Dawson and Associates
Dentavision
Designs for Vision
Device Technologies
Dow Water & Process Solutions
Ela Motors
Electrotech
EMTV
Ergon Energy
Filter Supplies
First Advisers
Food Relief NQ
Gadens
GE & MJ Chaqpman Partnership
Gladstone Ports Corporation Ltd
Gone Adventurin
Gough Plastics
Haymans
Helifix
HI Fraser
Insight Surgical
Independent Public Business Corp.
Jane Wena

Jessups
Jim Robbins
JLT- Jardine Lloyd Thompson Pty Ltd
Kina Securities
Kramer Ausenco
Larry Santana
Light of Hope
Lions Australia
Lloyds Register
Marine Safe Australia
Maritime Cook Islands
Maritime Safety Queensland
Mater Health Services
MedEarth
Medical Dental Solutions NQ
Melbourne Rope and Splicing
Metro Pharmacy
MicroMed International
Milne Bay Properties
MOB Enterprise
Morobe Provincial Government
Mineral Resource Development Corp.
MTU
Mulpha Sanctuary Cove Pty Ltd
Mun Australia
National Australia Bank
National Capital District Commission
National Department of Health
National Rugby League
Newcastle Eye Hospital
North Queensland Bulk Ports Corp.
Novartis Healthcare Pvt. Ltd.
Novartis Pharma
National Petroleum Company PNG
O’Shea & Dyer Solicitors
Oil Search
OilMin Holdings
Pacific Marine Group
Parkside Development Group
Pascoe Promotions
Pioneers Ministries 
PNG Australia Association 
PNG Dockyard Limited
PNG Eye Care/Brien Holden Vision  
PNG Ports Corporation

PNG Power
PNGFM
Port Authority of New South Wales
Port of Brisbane
Port of Newcastle
Ports North
PricewaterhouseCoopers
Puma Energy
QantasLink
QBE Australia
RA Tech Engineering Services
RANZCO Scientific Congress
Rosshaven Marine
Rotary Club of Fortitude Valley
Safe Option Solutions
SEE International
Shailer Medical
South West Healthcare
Stryker Medical
Suncorp Bank
Sydney Ports Corporation
The City of Newcastle
The Drill Guys
The Navigation Centre
Total E&P PNG
Towers Business Development Pty Ltd
Townsville Central Rotary Club
Transpacific Industries Group LTD
Uechtritz Foundation 
Universal Cranes
Verve Design
Vetta Productions
Vital Medical Supplies
Water PNG
Western Provincial Government
William Talbot Eye Care
Xerox
YWAM Melbourne
YWAM Newcastle
Zoll Medical Australia

2.12 otHer supPOrTERs
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The fourth consecutive year of partnership activities 
in Western Province saw further development of the 
program.  In 2014 twenty-three clinic days were spent in 
the Bamu River area, one clinic day in the Gama River 
area and four clinic days at Daru Island. During this time 
YWAM MSA engaged the following 33 villages:

HIGHLIGHTS
IMMUNISATIONS
Supporting the priorities of the NHP 2011-2020 around 
child health is always a focus for YWAM MSA.  In excess 
of 3000 immunisations were administered in the Bamu 
region in 2014, three times the volume of the previous 
year.  The high number this year was due in part to 
the Provincial Health-directed response to a measles 
outbreak which saw a strong emphasis on achieving 
high coverage.

FAMILY PLANNING ADVANCES
A major highlight for YWAM MSA in 2014 was assisting 
with making a reversible, subdermal contraceptive 
implant available as an option to rural women.  YWAM 
MSA added this contraceptive to its mobile family planning 
clinics in partnership with provincial and national health 
authorities.  Wendy Stein (of Rotary Australia World 
Community Service Volunteers and the Department of 
National Planning and Monitoring) joined YWAM MSA’s 
first outreach of the year to the Bamu area.  She trained 
YWAM MSA personnel to administer and remove the 
implant and to train local health workers to do likewise.

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

Airua 
Amagoa
Aniadai  
Arikanape
Asaramio  
Bamio
Bijori   
Bimaramio
Bina 1   
Bunigi
Daru   

Etere
Gumai    
Iowa
Koperami  
Kuria #2
Maisave  
Mapina
Matakaia  
Miruwo
Oropai   
Piru Piru 1

Piru Piru 2  
Sago Valley
Sisiami 1  
Sisiami 2
Sogere   
Tabapi
Tirere   
Torobina
Upati   
Wakau
Wario
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This implant of slow-release, hormonal contraceptive 
offers reversible family planning coverage for between 
four and five years. This allows women to space their 
pregnancies and assists with lowering both maternal and 
neonatal mortality rates1.

As this was the first introduction of this contraceptive 
in the Bamu area, communication and community 
education were a high priority. A total of 269 women 
chose to take up this option in the Bamu River area 
and several rural health workers from the district were 
trained in removal should that be desired before the next 
YWAM MSA clinic visit.

PROVINCIAL HEALTH COLLABORATION
YWAM MSA is committed to working in partnership 
with PNG national and provincial health authorities.  It 
was significant to have several members of the Middle 
Fly District Health management team join YWAM 
MSA outreaches in 2014.  They engaged in a range 
of collaborative patrol activities including in the areas 
of child and maternal health and tuberculosis.  This 
style of practical collaboration is a model YWAM MSA 
seeks to follow wherever possible.  The logistical and 
human resource strengths of the organisation provide 
a synergistic boost to implementation of health care 
strategy for local health authorities.

DARU - DIVERSE POPULATION AND COLLECTION OF 
HEALTH WORKERS
As Daru Island is an urbanised area, the dynamics and 
target outcomes at this location differ to the Bamu 
region. Four clinic days in 2014 were spent at Daru, with 
the focus on partnering with and supporting existing 
service providers. The strong demand for collegial in-
service training opportunities was notable among the 
staff of Daru Hospital.  Thirty-three health care workers, 
of varying cadres, participated in these sessions, which 
were largely in a question-and-answer interactive format 
around topics that the health workers identified as areas 
of particular need for support.

Dental and optical services continued to be in high 
demand during the small number of busy clinic days 
scheduled for this location.  As a trade site, both established 
residents of Daru and visitors from many different parts 
of the Province presented to clinics. This allows the 
benefit of YWAM MSA services to diffuse to parts of 
Western Province not directly engaged to this point.

DIRECT SPONSOR INVOLVEMENT
It was a pleasure for YWAM MSA to receive a short field 
visit from the CEO of one of the organisation’s major 
sponsors, InterOil Corporation.  Dr. Michael Hession and 
a small group of support staff observed the MV Pacific 
Link and its mobile clinic in action at Sogere Village and 
witnessed first hand both the significant unmet health 
need and the impact of the YWAM MSA’s program 
first hand. The visit was a very positive experience for 
all involved and strengthened the existing partnership 
between InterOil and YWAM MSA.

DAYS FOR GIRLS
Another highlight of the 2014 outreach season was the 
implementation of a project called ‘Days for Girls’. This 
project was rolled out at Emeti High School and focuses 
on reducing the disruption of schooling for young women 
when they commence menstruation. It offers education 
and practical, reusable hygiene supplies to assist young 
women to maximise their time in school.

CHALLENGES

HEALTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
Health workforce development is one of the priority 
goals of the NHP 2011-2020 and shared strongly by 
YWAM MSA. Alongside bridging the current gap in 
service delivery with direct clinical activities, YWAM MSA 
always seeks to come alongside rural health workers 
wherever they exist.  In the Bamu area this continues 
to be difficult due to the lack of health care workers 
although pleasingly, teams were able to support a new 
nursing officer, Sr. Baida Sika, during an outreach to 
Bamio village this year.

VILLAGE ACCESS
Access to villages continues to be very challenging 
due to tidal variation and muddy terrain in the Bamu.  
This impacts on transportation of volunteers, medical 
equipment and supplies in and out of the villages and 
requires innovation and perseverance.  Of course, these 
realities of day-to-day life in the Bamu also impact on 
the accessibility of existing health services to the people 
living in this area.

The water level of the Bamu River was lower in 2014 
than in previous years and dictated some adjustments to 
outreach schedule.  The MV Pacific Link itself could not 
approach as close to Emeti village as in previous years 
so a patrol team was sent via small boat to run a mobile 
PHC clinic.
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ISOLATION
Isolation continues to be one of the greatest health 
challenges for people in this region, as with other areas 
that YWAM MSA engages.  Access to referral sites 
is made extremely difficult by the interplay between 
poverty, vast river systems with strong tides and 
little access to transportation to and from currently 
established health facilities.  This makes patrol-based 
health care a vital bridge in service delivery while work 
is undertaken to strengthen the network of grassroots 
health facilities.

MATERNAL HEALTH
The lack of skilled birth attendants and very limited 
access to those health facilities that are functioning 
are major concerns for the women of the Bamu, as for 
many women in rural PNG.  Health promotion messages, 
tetanus immunisation, training on maintenance and 
repair of outboard motors (means of transport) are all 
vital interventions at this time, as is the availability of 
family planning allowing for the spacing of pregnancies.  
Clean birth kits were also distributed where appropriate 
according to Birthing Kit Foundation guidelines.

ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER
With few operational tanks in the region, regular tidal 
flooding and poor understanding of water-borne illness, 
accessing reliable, clean water sources is currently a 
challenge in these areas. YWAM MSA has continued 
a focus on working to empower communities with 
understanding of the role of clean water for health.  
Parallel to this assistance, collaborative projects have 
been undertaken in 2014 to fix water tanks, transferring 
skills to local people. Instruction on how to make simple 
sand water filters was also provided where appropriate.

REFERENCES
1  WHO, 2013, “Family Planning: Fact Sheet351”, http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/factsheets/fs351/en/; Accessed December 2014.

THE SUN IS STILL SHINNING IN 
THE DELIVERY ROOM
Local Western Province nurse, Sister Antonia, has 
a new sense of joy and love for her work since 
receiving a solar suitcase from YWAM MSA in 
September 2013. The solar suitcase, designed and 
made by We Care Solar, is outfitted with solar-
powered lights, battery chargers, a phone charger, 
headlamps, and a fetal doppler to monitor a baby’s 
heartbeat.

Sr. Antonia is the head nurse and midwife at Emeti 
Health Centre; the main clinic for most of the 
Bamu Region. She sees a regular stream of women 
each month for antenatal check ups and deliveries.  
Up until she received the solar suitcase, Antonia 
was struggling to deliver babies at night with only a 
small torchlight to assist.

YWAM MSA returned to Emeti in April 2014 to get 
Antonia’s feedback on the suitcase. The “yellow” 
suitcase, as Antonia calls it, is definitely being put 
to work. “I am so lucky,” Antonia says, “Each month 
I deliver four to five babies in the night. The lights 
make it so much easier and more safe.”

“I love to use the doppler on new mothers, they 
always smile so much when they hear their baby’s 
heartbeat,” Antonia shares.

Emeti Health Centre was the first recipient of the 
solar suitcase in the Western Province. Due to  
the success of this pilot, other similar partnerships 
are planned.
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The year 2014 was YWAM MSA’s fifth consecutive 
year of Training and Medical Ship outreach voyages to 
Kikori District, Gulf Province, PNG. Gulf Province is the 
founding location of YWAM MSA’s outreaches and is 
therefore also the area where medium-term results are 
beginning to emerge. During 2014, 3 outreach voyages 
were made to East Kikori, West Kikori and Baimuru Rural 
LLGs and the following 56 villages were engaged:

HIGHLIGHTS

ONGOING PARTNERSHIPS BRING HEALTH 
WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT
As work continues in the Kikori District for the fifth 
year, existing partnerships were strengthened with the 
local health care network. Strong and vital collaboration 
continues with Gulf Christian Services, a major health 

service provider via Kikori and Kapuna Hospitals and 
their associated outreach programs and CHW training 
program.  Partnership with the government health facility 
at Baimuru Station was also reinforced in 2014.

YWAM MSA’s key focus to support and strengthen local 
health workers continued this year with 34 local health 
care personnel working alongside YWAM MSA clinics 
in Gulf. This provided field-based, collegially supported, 
professional development opportunities for these health 
workers, who are operating in isolated positions with very 
little opportunity for supported learning.  Forty-seven 
different training sessions were run.  Topics were usually 
nominated by the local health professionals themselves 
and included maternal health, malaria treatment 
guidelines and practical pharmaceutical storeroom review.

Some further details of this year’s partnerships and 
training included:
• Two days spent anchored alongside Kapuna Hospital. 

Dental clinics were held in partnership with Kapuna’s 
own oral health workers. These CHWs, Manu and 
Morea, provide services in accordance with the PNG 
Oral Health Manual using the I-Dent chair, provided 
by YWAM MSA donors in 2013.  In-service sessions 
were also run for hospital staff and a meal was shared 
on board the MV Pacific Link to celebrate the strong 
partnership that has developed over the past 5 years.

• Three nights anchored alongside Kikori Hospital, 
offering in-service training for staff, dentistry in 
partnership with the Hospital and health education in 
local schools.

• Two clinic days at Baimuru Health Centre, including 
all regular clinics, and in-service training sessions for 
health care workers. Other partnerships continued 
within smaller communities that include an aid post 
or resident local health care worker.
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Akoma  
Araava
Ario  
Aumu
Avakaro  
Babaguina
Bagova  
Baimuru
Bavi  
Borori
Doibo  
Emia
Ere Kiti  
Ere Maipua
Ero  
Gauri
Gibi  
Gigori
Ihu  

Ikiny
Imeia  
Inobo
Ipiko  
Kairimai
Kaivukavu 
Kapai
Kapuna  
Karati
Karurua  
Kekeo
Kikori  
Kinipo
Kinomere 
Kiwaumai
Kopi  
Koravake
Kuporo  
Lalau

Maipenairu 
Mairipepea
Mapaio  
Mareke
Miaogoma 
Mirimailau
Morovamu 
Naharomere
Pakemba 
Poroi
Samoa  
Ubuoo
Varai  
Veiru
Wabo  
Waitari
Wouobo  
Wowo 
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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT TEAM
The Community Engagement Team (CET) was a concept 
trialled during clinics in 2013 whenever it fitted the 
dynamics of an outreach.  This engagement model was 
formalised as a part of the outreach service structure 
during the Kikori District voyages of 2014.

The CET approach is a flexible solution to optimising 
the match between the development aspirations of a 
community and the supporting resources available within 
an outreach program.  CET also augments the service 
delivery element of the mobile clinics by focussing on 
health promotion to a broad audience, distribution of 
health promoting tools (such as clothes, soap, mosquito 
nets) and projects to improve ‘mechanical’ determinants 
of health (providing hands-on training in areas such as 
fixing water tanks, taps, generators and small engines).  
The CET also provides intentional space for interaction 
and relationship building beyond the busy context of the 
mobile clinic.

When clinically appropriate, the CET is also able to be 
staffed to provide basic health interventions that would 
otherwise interfere with the flow of PHC clinic.  For 
example, when attending a school to deliver a health 
educational program, this team can also deworm, 
immunise and do a basic health check for the students.  
This helps to capture young people who may not have 
presented to clinic for a range of reasons.  In the same 
way, the CET can also be deployed to add strength to 
national immunisation drives, such as tetanus campaign, 
alongside the PHC team. Overall the formalisation of 
the CET model was a success in 2014 and contributed 
significantly in the area of public health education 
and immunisation.

REVERSIBLE, HORMONAL 
CONTRACEPTIVE IMPLANT
See also Western Province section.  YWAM MSA 
assisted in the roll out of a subdermal, reversible, 
medium-term, hormonal contraceptive implant in 
the Kikori District in 2014.  Similar challenges of 
misinformation were encountered as in other provinces 
including rumours that the implant is linked to the 
religious idea of ‘666’ also known as ‘The Mark of 
the Beast’.  Despite this, with open discussion and a 
detailed consent process, a total of 234 women chose 
the implant for contraception during YWAM MSA’s Kikori 
outreach voyages.

CHALLENGES
EFFECTIVE TRANSFORMATIONAL DEVELOPMENT
YWAM MSA’s ongoing commitment to relationship with 
rural communities is best demonstrated through the 5 
years of consistent engagement with the same group of 
communities in Kikori District.  Relationship built on trust 
is critical to developing a healthy and effective dynamic 
between YWAM MSA teams and local people in order 
to empower sustainable development, according to local 
priorities.  The challenge of striving toward effective 
transformational development continues.

Many of the key social challenges encountered need 
to be addressed at the level of knowledge first.  Poor 
understanding of factors impacting health and wellbeing 
may lead a community to live in circumstances 
constructed from poorly informed choices and, 
consequently, at odds with their own health goals. 
Examples include poorly located toilets (or perhaps 
none at all), poorly maintained water tanks, motors and 
generators, and ‘bush birth’ beliefs (that women are 
best to birth with limited assistance in the bush and be 
excluded from their community until lochial bleeding 
has settled).

The depth of trust and relationship established between 
YWAM MSA teams and these communities provides 
a respectful and robust backdrop to support mutual 
exchange of ideas and progress in the direction of 
attaining local goals.

MUD, TIDES AND TRAVERSING RIVER WAYS
Although tidal variations and extensive mud slicks are 
not as severe a challenge in Gulf as in Western Province, 
it can still prove difficult to access certain locations for 
navigational reasons. YWAM MSA works in partnership 
with local people to honour local knowledge regarding 
the best passages to access villages.  The combination 
of complex river systems and dense forest remains a 
challenge to provision of health care in remote 
Gulf Province.
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For the third consecutive year, YWAM MSA conducted a 
week of outreach engagement in Port Moresby, National 
Capital District (NCD.)  This year collaborative activities 
were held with the following health facilities and their 
catchment populations:

St John’s Hospital, Gerehu    
St Theresa’s Clinic, Hohola
Living Light Urban Clinic, Kila Kila 

The optometry team also engaged at Ela Beach TAFE 
and at PMGH, along with the ophthalmology team. 

These activities coincided with PNG National Health 
Week which celebrates their health workforce.

HIGHLIGHTS

PORT MORESBY GENERAL HOSPITAL (PMGH)
For the first time, YWAM MSA partnered with the PMGH 
ophthalmology team.  A significant and successful 
beginning saw thirty-six ophthalmic procedures and sixty-
three assessments completed.  Aside from procedures, 
a major focus was partnership between the YWAM 
MSA personnel and PMGH clinical staff.  YWAM MSA 
ophthalmologists, orthoptist and ophthalmic nurses were 
able to work directly alongside PMGH’s own team, allowing 
dynamic exchange of knowledge among these colleagues.

The YWAM MSA optometry team spent a day working 
alongside the PNG Eye Care clinic at PMGH.  This 
partnership was focused on informal capacity building 
through peer support and assisting the clinic through 
specialist repair of several broken items of equipment.  
A strong partnership was commenced with PMGH that 
YWAM MSA looks forward to developing in the future.

HEALTH WORKFORCE COLLABORATION
Outreach in Port Moresby is designed to focus on 
collaboration with the local health workforce operating 
particularly in primary health care to the urban 
disadvantaged.  It also provides excellent opportunity 
to strengthen ties with existing secondary health care 
services. YWAM MSA collaborated with a total of 46 
health care workers during this outreach. 

More structured training also was undertaken including 
numerous short sessions and three extended in-service 
sessions offered by the primary health care team at St 
John’s Hospital, Gerehu, and St Teresa’s Clinic, Hohola, 
with a cumulative total of 70 people attending the 
extended sessions.

Further to the above, Jacky Lawa, a CHW from Enga 
Baptist Health Services, joined the dental team during 
the Port Moresby outreach.  Jacky was sponsored by 
his organisation to serve with the team in order to 
strengthen his CHW-competencies in oral health care, 
according to the Oral Health Standards Manual.  Jacky 
went on to continue with the dental team for two further 
outreaches.

PARTNERSHIPS
This dedicated week in Port Moresby again provided 
opportunity for engagement with sponsors and partners.  
Being able to host meetings aboard the vessel is of 
significant assistance to building understanding of the 
program and facilitates closer strategic planning.

Major sponsor, Steamships Trading Limited, were again 
able to have their employees access dental care during 
this week while the Ship was docked within their Coastal 
Shipping dockyard in Port Moresby.

3.3 naTionAl cApitAl dIsTrIcT
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STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP 
WORKS TO RESTORE SIGHT

Sight was restored and professional skills 
strengthened in Port Moresby during a week of 
collaboration in August between YWAM MSA and 
PMGH ophthalmology teams. As part of a growing 
relationship between the two organisations, the 
combined team served patients with serious eye 
disease, mainly correctable blindness due to cataract.

Local Ophthalmologist and Chair of the PNG 
National Prevention of Blindness Committee, Dr. 
Jambi Garap, said the partnership was beneficial on 
multiple levels.

“I am really proud of the effort of our team day 
in, day out here at PMGH. Having this partnership 
with YWAM adds another level of support. We are 
really enjoying working together – it’s particularly 
beneficial to our young doctors.”

The combined PMGH and YWAM teams provided 36 
seriously vision-impaired patients with sight-restoring 
surgery including 18-year old, Siosi, suffering from 
cataracts as a result of diabetes.  This young man 
who had not been able to complete schooling, 
beamed a huge smile as he received back his sight 
and is now looking forward to further study.

Since 2010, YWAM MSA have been performing eye 
surgeries at rural locations in Gulf and Western 
provinces, supported by the Training and Medical 
Ship. Milne Bay was also added to the list in 
2014 through a pilot project.  However, during 
2014 National Health Week, the team focused on 
collaborating with PNG health professionals in the 
nation’s capital, Port Moresby.

“It is a privilege to be partnering with these very 
committed Papua New Guinean eye specialists.  
There is a real strength in collaboration and peer 
support and we are seeing the fruit of that even in 
these first few days of operating side by side,” said 
YWAM MSA Managing Director, Mr. Ken Mulligan.
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A successful maiden Ship-based pilot outreach engaged 
with Oro Province in 2014, following on from previous 
land-based advance team work.  The outreach voyage 
was based around five locations in the Ijivitari District, 
throughout Oro Bay and Cape Nelson.   Forty villages 
were engaged including:
 

The preparatory work of the land-based teams earlier 
in 2014 and in 2013 had focused on engaging with 
communities, logistical survey of the maritime setting 
and delivery of primary health care services in several 
remote areas of both Ijivitari and Sohe Districts.

HIGHLIGHTS
LONG-AWAITED PILOT PROJECT
As the pilot ship-based outreach to Oro Province, the 
2014 voyage by MV Pacific Link was marked by many 
celebrations, including formal welcome and farewell 
ceremonies arranged by the Provincial Government and 
events run by the community.  The sense of welcome 
from all sectors of the community was very strong.
Although this was a pilot outreach primarily focused 
on building foundations for the future, there were 
still strong outcomes across a number of activities 
particularly eye health, family planning and health 
promotion.  All of YWAM MSA’s routine services and 
clinics were held including PHC, dentistry and optometry 
with a health promotion emphasis and also water, 
sanitation and small mechanics sessions.

DEEPENING PARTNERSHIPS 
The relationships already forged through the advance 
team work previously mentioned were a key factor in the 
success of this pilot outreach to Oro Province.   YWAM 
MSA personnel, senior staff from Oro Provincial Health 
and local health care workers formed an excellent team, 
building on prior engagement.

Baga   
Barabara
Bauwame  
Beama
Berebona  
Beremu
Embogo  
Eroro
Foduma   
Founa
Fumara   
Gavide
Iagirua   
Ilamaroro

Iubadi   
Kamoa
Kanavetu  
Kasiawa
Katokato  
Kikima
Koje   
Konabu
Koruve   
Kwafurina
Kwave   
Lefume
Lelioa   
Managa

Marasa   
Oro Bay
Rabade   
Sefoa
Sinei   
Sinepara
Siu   
Tainabuna
Tumari 
Tufi Station
Utukwaf  
Uwe

3.4 oro prOvi nCE
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Five members of the Oro Provincial Health team 
joined the YWAM MSA team travelling from Oro Bay 
to the Cape Nelson area.  Two members were housed 
aboard the ship, fully integrated within the community 
aboard.  Several others accompanied the Ship via local 
patrol boat and joined with the daily clinic activities.  
The close collaboration with Oro health workers was 
critical to the success of the outreach, particularly in 
terms of knowledge of local language, geography and 
culture.  This was a strong and very pleasing example of 
partnership in action.

Nine health care workers from St Margaret’s Hospital, 
Oro Bay, and nine from Tufi Health Centre were able 
to join clinics in their locations, again contributing 
to formation of an effective outreach team and 
demonstrating the commitment of all parties to work 
together to strengthen health care in Oro Province.

HEALTH WORKFORCE CAPACITY BUILDING
As well as working alongside the local health team in 
collegial partnership, 12 dedicated peer-support training 
sessions were held.  During these sessions topics 
including community hygiene practices, immunisation 
best practice and antenatal checks were discussed 
between YWAM MSA health professionals and their  
Oro colleagues.

A special connection was made with St Margaret’s 
School of Nursing in Oro Bay.  The Principal invited the 
YWAM team to teach on specific topics and 30 first 
year students took part in sessions focussing on general 
nursing and nursing assessment skills.  These topics 
were offered in a multimodal educational format including 
a mix of didactic instruction, question and answer 
sessions and case-based learning.

REVERSIBLE, HORMONAL CONTRACEPTIVE IMPLANT
The roll-out of the subdermal, slow-release, hormonal 
contraceptive in Oro Province was met with a positive 
response, including 105 women electing to take up this 
reversible, medium-term contraceptive option.  The nurse 
providing the service was occupied almost solely in this 
role to keep up with demand; this being largely driven by 
the attraction of the longer duration and convenience of 
this method for couples.

A cornerstone of the success of the community’s 
introduction to this method was the excellent 
communication and education sessions surrounding the roll-
out.  The Medical Coordinator for the outreach conducted 
public awareness sessions in Tok Pisin that were well 
attended and supported by Oro Provincial Health personnel 
who also translated into tok ples where possible.
Training was provided to appropriate rural health workers 
to ensure the implant could be removed when needed 
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picture of welcome from orro province.. maybe chief/old man wear-
ing headdress
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SUPPLY DISTRIBUTION
YWAM MSA assists with the PNG NDoH Minimum 
Priority Activity of essential medicine delivery in PNG. 
This year saw YWAM MSA deliver 925kg of critical 
medicines to Oro Bay where local logistics finalised its 
delivery to Popondetta General Hospital. YWAM MSA 
were also able to distribute Malaria Rapid Diagnostic 
Testing kits to St Margaret’s Hospital and Tufi Health 
Centre and strategically distribute Long Lasting 
Insecticidal Nets (LLIN) to Tumari, Utukwaf and  
Tufi villages.

EYE HEALTH
The Optometry clinic operating during this outreach 
voyage noted the high burden of ocular pathology in 
communities engaged.  The team undertook more than 
600 vision assessments during the scheduled 9 clinic 
days and distributed corrective glasses to the vast 
majority of these patients, most of whom had never 
previously seen an eye health professional.  

A large number of patients were diagnosed with 
cataracts, pterygium and other visual impairments that 
were referred onwards for ophthalmology assessment.  
Records were kept to assist in the establishment of 
mobile ophthalmology services which YWAM MSA which 
will help establish in the future.

CHALLENGES
NAVIGATING THE REEF
Navigation of the reef dominating the maritime 
environment of the Oro Bay and Cape Nelson area is 
challenging and demands a high degree of skill by YWAM 
MSA maritime personnel.  Survey work was done using 
CeeScope technology aboard a small boat deployed 
ahead of the MV Pacific Link.  Fortunately, the Captain 
and Ship Manager were able to find suitable passage and 
anchorage close to villages along Cape Nelson, saving 
long and potentially treacherous trips by small boat to 
reach desired locations.
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YWAM MSA made its maiden Ship voyage to Milne Bay 
Province in 2014, conducting a pilot outreach using the MV 
Pacific Link prior to its retirement. Twenty-six communities 
were engaged during this outreach, including:

Advance work had been done in Milne Bay Province by 
YWAM MSA land-based teams in 2013 and 2014. These 
preparatory teams spent time in Alotau, the North 
Coast, East Cape, Samurai and Kiriwina laying ground 
work for partnership with the activities of the Training 
and Medical Ship.

HIGHLIGHTS
PILOT PROGRAM TO MILNE BAY
Being the first ship-based outreach to Milne Bay, the 
priority goals for the outreach were similar to that of 
Oro Province – deepening the established relationships 
with Milne Bay Provincial Health Authority (MBPHA), 
Provincial Government and community stakeholders and 
testing the ship-based model in Milne Bay.

Monday, 22 September saw a formal welcome for the MV 
Pacific Link and team held at the Alotau International 
Hotel. The event was attended by the 47 YWAM MSA 
personnel aboard for the outreach and members of the 
senior YWAM MSA leadership team who flew in for the 
occasion.  Governor for Milne Bay, Hon. Titus Philemon, 
was guest of honour alongside CEO of MBPHA, Mr. 
Billy Naidi, and a number of representatives from the 
provincial government, health sector, churches and 
business community also attended.

At the event, all parties agreed to collaborate in a fruitful 
and effective partnership to improve health services 
within the province.  PNG national news media picked up 
the story, as had occurred in the Oro pilot also.

Ophthalmology, optometry, PHC and dental teams were 
all a part of the clinical work commenced during this 
pilot outreach. 

HEALTH WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT 
AND PARTNERSHIP
YWAM MSA was able commence partnership with a 
number of local health care providers including:
• Alotau General Hospital
• Alotau Urban Clinic
• Guerney Health Centre
• Daio Health Centre
• Hagita Health Centre
• Losuia Health Centre
• Sineketa Aid Post
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Alotau Town  
Basalaki
Boitalu   
Bwada Bwada
Bwetavaya  
Daio
Dayagila  
Gamadoudou
Gotai   

Guerney
Gwavilli   
Hagita
Kaibola   
Kaurikwau
Kebeguili  
Kuakwela
Kulakewa  
Kwebarege

Liluta   
Losuia
Mutawa   
Omarakana
Sinekata  
Tubowade
Waga Waga   
Yuwada
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Fifty-five individuals received in-service training across 31 
sessions. This included topics such as maternal health, 
asthma, medication review, TB, cervical and breast 
cancer, hypertension, diabetes and others.  This peer-
lead training was matched to learning needs identified 
by the health care workers themselves.  Thirty-one 
local health care workers joined YWAM MSA clinics 
and worked alongside YWAM clinicians.  This included 
Alotua’s Dental Officer, Dr Essy Anako, who joined the 
dental clinic whenever possible.

EYE HEALTH
A particular highlight was the opportunity to pioneer 
partnership with the Alotau General Hospital 
Ophthalmology team, working both at the provincial 
hospital and in the rural setting of the Losuia 
Health Centre, serving the Trobriand Islands.  Local 
ophthalmologist, Dr Helai Baru, and members of his 
team worked with YWAM MSA to perform 73 surgical 
procedures over 9 clinic days. Dr Baru and his team had 
the opportunity to receive mentoring in best practice 
surgical techniques for dense cataracts, encountered 
in contexts such as PNG, by working alongside a senior 
New Zealand ophthalmologist.

A significant burden of eye disease was identified in the 
region. By the end of the outreach, another complete 
surgical list of 70 people with cataract blindness had 
already been compiled from Kiriwina Island as future 
surgical candidates. The optometry team equally 
identified a large number of people, including children, 
requiring spectacles for severe visual impairment both 
during the clinic days spent around Alotau and 
on Kiriwina.

Optometry consulted with over 900 patients and 
provided corrective lenses to the vast majority of these 
people over their 9 clinic days. The team began with 
2 days partnering with Alotau General Hospital’s eye 
clinic, assisting with peer support to the staff and supply 
chain logistics.  Many prescriptions, previously written by 
this clinic but not able to be filled locally, were able to 
be filled during this time. The team went on to work in 
smaller communities alongside the PHC team whilst on 
the mainland and thereafter primarily worked from the 
Losuia Health Centre on Kiriwina Island.

HEALTH PROMOTION
Health promotion activities were very active during 
this outreach with more than 100 educational sessions 
conducted, integrated with mobile clinics and in various 
school settings. Alotau resident, Ms Vicky Butana (active 
educator with the Spacim Pikinini initiative) was a valued 
member of this outreach and invested much time in 
facilitating discussion around the topic of family planning 
and, in particular, the role of the subdermal implantable 
contraceptive.

CHALLENGES

UNDERSTANDING DENTAL PAIN
Only a comparatively small volume of dental work was 
able to be achieved during this pilot visit to Kiriwina 
Island due to local beliefs regarding dental pain.  Many 
people believed such pain was related to sorcery and 
found it hard to understand that extracting a tooth could 
indeed result in improved oral health due to draining of 
an abscess.  The optometry clinic was also very popular 
and local people appeared to prioritise accessing eye 
health over oral health services.

Of the people who did present to the dental clinic, 
many were very happy to have their teeth cleaned.  This 
provided a useful beginning to engagement with the 
community and opportunity for oral health education and 
the building of positive experience with dental treatment.  
Oral health education and strengthening relationship will 
be an ongoing focus of future outreaches.

LOCAL TRANSPORT
Outreach in Alotau and Kiriwina Island relied heavily 
on local provision of land transport.  This model was 
different to 2014 outreaches in the Western, Gulf and 
Oro Provinces were the majority of clinics are held close 
to shore and teams deployed via YWAM MSA’s small 
boats.  A lot was learnt from the land-based access 
model during 2014’s pilot outreach on Kiriwina which will 
strengthen logistics in the future.
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TWELVE DIOPTERS

In the West, patients regularly have 0.5 diopter (a 
small amount) of short-sightedness (myopia) corrected 
with prescription glasses - how would we cope with 
the extreme of 12 diopters of short sight?  The Jeffery 
family knows exactly what this reality feels like and were 
determined to see a change.

Lesley and Saunia travelled through the rain to bring 
their three children to the YWAM MSA Optometry 
Clinic, set up in collaboration with services at Alotau 
General Hospital, Milne Bay Province. Leaving early in 
the morning from their home in Fyfe Bay, they travelled 
several hours by dinghy and truck to join the queue on 
the first day of the combined clinic. 

When it came time for their assessment, the optometry 
team were stunned at just how poor vision was for these 
children.  The two eldest, Mina and Sabatini, were 12 
diopters short sighted: this means you can only clearly 
see things that are almost touching your nose. Their 
younger sister, Nancy, wasn’t far behind either.

Mina explained they did manage to play with other 
children, but “at the market it is difficult to see what 
you are buying very well.” These children likely did not 
have any idea what ‘normal’ vision is and had made big 
adaptations to live life as best as they could with this 
visual impairment, simply correctable with glasses. Mina 
even had dreams of studying accounting at university; 
but this seemed impossible due to her poor eyesight.

 
 
YWAM MSA optometry clinic carries a wide spectrum 
of glasses but a prescription suitable for such severe 
myopia in three patients on the same day, including 
children’s frames, was a very stiff challenge. Thankfully, 
the team had glasses suitable for Mina and Sabatani, but 
for little Nancy it was a real challenge.  So-called ‘strong’ 
glasses up to 6 diopters were no match: Nancy needed 
children’s glasses, half as strong again.

This family had done so much to get to clinic and Dutch 
optometrist Merika, volunteering on her first YWAM 
MSA outreach, was determined to do all in her power 
to help Nancy. When she heard the Ship had a bench 
grinder, she clambered down into the engine room to 
literally grind down adult lenses of the right prescription 
to fit into a child-sized frame. The grinding was pretty 
rough but it was a start. With some finer edging with a 
basic multitool file plus some help from Julie, the other 
volunteer optometrist on the outreach, the lenses were 
eventually fitted into their new frame. 

The next morning, Lesley and Saunia brought Nancy 
back to clinic to see what had been possible overnight.  
As the optometrist settled the nosepiece on the child’s 
little nose, wrapped the arms around her face and behind 
her ears, Nancy sat perfectly still, simply staring at the 
view in front of her and then looking and looking around 
the room - seeing it properly for the first time.

What an incredible picture of the determination of 
families to overcome incredible odds to access services 
combined with the passion of volunteer professionals 
from distant lands to serve. Simply put, three children 
now have a fighting chance at education. A priceless 
gift made possible by the generosity of so many and the 
substance that fills hearts long after an outreach is over.
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3.6 mOrOBE PrOvInce
PRELIMINARY FIELD ASSESSMENT TEAM
YWAM MSA sent a land-based Advance Team to Morobe 
Province this year after signing an MOU with the Morobe 
Provincial Government (MPG) and Angau Memorial 
General Hospital (AMGH) in August. This ground team 
was a resounding success, networking within the 
province, strengthening relationship with local health 
authorities and community leaders and gathering field 
data.  A number of specific activities were undertaken by 
this team in collaboration with MPG and AMGH  
team including:

• Health promotion on priority topics
• Identifying current community knowledge to direct 

future public health promotion activities

• Investigating prevalence and risk factors present 
for priority diseases at a grass-roots level to inform 
future outreaches

• Identifying current health worker knowledge to direct 
future training and collegial support

• Investigating water and sanitation status of villages
• Commencing basic clinical health interventions such 

as routine worming

Villages engaged by this team included:

Morobe Station
Eware
Zigori
Maiama
Buso
Salamaua
Zaka

Zara
Busma
Buakapa
Garaina
Garaisa
Aro
Sikemu

Zangeao 
Teridze
Mottete 
Qau
Titio
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YWam msa EngAGEmEnt 2010 - 2014

2010 - 2013 engagements
2014 engagements
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AT a GLaNCEour foOTpriNT
in austrAlIa

C H A P T E R  T H R E E
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4.1 pORt mOrEsby’s sIsTER CiTY – 
ToWNsVillE AnD beYOND
The City of Townsville, Sister City to Papua New Guinea’s 
capital Port Moresby, is proud host to the headquarters 
of YWAM MSA. Based out of the YWAM Townsville City 
Campus (College of the Nations Ltd, YWAM Townsville 
Assoc Inc; these are separate entities from YWAM MSA 
with independent controls), the main office of YWAM 
MSA engages a committed and diverse team drawn 
from many nations.  All self-funded volunteers, these 
staff work together with a network of advisors and other 
professionals to support the work of the Training and 
Medical Ship in PNG.

Support from the Townsville community for the work of 
YWAM MSA in serving its nearest international neighbour 
has been strong and consistent. This reached a new 
level in 2014 as the City got in behind the Overcoming 
the Impossible campaign to purchase a new Training and 
Medical Ship (see Moving Forward) and also supported 
the redevelopment of a new site for YWAM Townsville, a 
City Campus in the heart of the central business district.

The land and buildings (formerly a TAFE institution) had 
been lying vacant; however, YWAM Townsville has made 
great strides to see the location transformed into a 
vibrant and versatile centre for its training work (YWAM 
Townsville - Institute for the Nations, RTO Reg. No 

30614, CRICOS Provider No. 02205D), engagement with 
North Queensland youth and also excellent collocated 
headquarters for YWAM MSA. 

Alongside YWAM personnel, more than 90 local 
businesses have contributed to the major redevelopment 
project at the new City Campus during 2014. With 
Stage 1 completed, further works are anticipated in 2015 
to see this location represent a strong and positive link 
between Townsville, North Queensland and Papua  
New Guinea.

Already visited by former PNG Prime Minister and YWAM 
MSA Patron, Right Hon. Sir Rabbie Namaliu, PNG High 
Commissioner to Australia, His Excellency Sir Charles 
Lepani, Governors of Western and Oro Provinces, Hon. 
Ati Wobiro and Hon. Garry Juffa respectively, and PNG’s 
Deputy Secretary for Health, Dr. Paison Dakulala, the 
site is fast fulfilling its promise to strengthen relationship 
between these two close friends and neighbours.

Please refer to Moving Forward: 5.3 OTI Tour 
along the Coast for more information on the broad 
engagement of the Australian public in the YWAM 
MSA story during 2014.
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Papua New Guinea has a young population demographic 
distribution providing great creative opportunity but also 
challenges to navigate in helping young people develop 
and engage opportunities to reach their potential.  
Australia also has significant challenges in the areas of 
youth mental health.  The two nations undeniably share 
deep community aspirations for a truly fulfilling future for 
their young people.

Sport is also a strong common denominator between these 
nations.  Rugby league, in particular, is a powerful and 
uniting motivator, bridging cultural and language barriers.

An exciting development for YWAM Townsville and YWAM 
MSA in 2014 has been strengthening of the relationship 
with the Toyota North Queensland Cowboys, in particular 
through health promotion messages delivered with the Try 
Time program.  See story overleaf.

In addition, the NQ Cowboys have teamed up with YWAM 
MSA as part of the  ‘Boots for the Bush’ program (in 
conjunction with Sportscene Super Warehouse) to promote 
donation of good-condition footy boots from Queenslanders 
for a new life in rural communities in PNG.

YWAM MSA then uses football clinics as part of 
building relationship and strong engagement with young 
men, in particular.  This helps boost morale and team 
spirit amongst rural youth and also provides excellent 
opportunities for similar-aged volunteers to then deliver 
important health promotion messages to an audience 
that may not otherwise attend traditional clinics. 

Please refer to 2014 Goals in Review: 4.11 Engaging 
Australians for more information on the people to people 
connections between Australia and PNG fostered by 
the YWAM MSA program, including service programs 
involving Australian highschool students.

4.2 pEOplE to PeoPle cOnnECtiON: yOuTh and spORT
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TRY TIME SPEAKS LIFE, 
ROCKS THE CLASSROOM

Over 6000 North Queensland youth have engaged 
with a message of life and purpose through 
YWAM Townsville’s participation in ‘Try Time’ 
seminars, run in 18 schools across the region 
during 2014, in collaboration with the North 
Queensland Cowboys with sponsorship from BHP 
Billiton.

Positive messages and practical activities help 
Grade 8 and 9 students navigate challenges facing 
them including substance abuse, self-esteem, 
bullying, cyber-safety and maintaining an active 
lifestyle.  Dynamic teams of YWAM volunteers 
join with former NQ Cowboys players to deliver 
high energy sessions with great facilitator-student 
ratios leading to lots of interaction.

 

 
 
Feedback from schools has been overwhelmingly 
positive.  One school Deputy Principal summed up 
the general view, “… what I could only describe as 
one of the most worthwhile programs that I have 
witnessed within Townsville schools”.

Students have also expressed their enjoyment of 
the sessions and the personal skills they feel they 
have gained.  After a workshop on drug abuse, 
one student said, “… an amazing experience and 
inspiring.  PS. Thanks to all you guys.  I think 
I may be able to save my Mum’s life and my 
girlfriend.”

The program is set to continue in 2015, 
empowering more young people to grab life in 
both hands and run full-steam ahead, achieving 
their goals through making positive choices for 
themselves and their communities.
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2014
R E V i E w
GoalS  I n

C H A P T E R  F O U R
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GOAL
Support quality basic primary health care to rural 
communities (including empowerment through 
health promotion)

BACKGROUND
Strengthened primary health care for all is the theme 
of the PNG National Health Plan: 2011-20201.  This 
is accompanied by an emphasis on improved service 
delivery to the rural majority and urban disadvantaged.  
Supporting primary health care service delivery to 
rural communities (and also engagement with partners 
working among the urban disadvantaged) is a central 
focus of the YWAM MSA program.

2014 SUMMARY
YWAM MSA continued to run mobile primary health 
care clinics in remote rural communities in 2014. This 
year included expansion of services into areas where 
limited land-based advance teams alone had previously 
engaged. It was pleasing to see the earlier work had set 
the platform effectively for the more complete program 
offered by the Ship-deployed teams.

Expansion of family planning services on offer was 
another major advancement in 2014 (see Maternal 
Health). Delivery of health promotion messaging 
to waiting groups outside busy clinics was again a 
successful approach and there was a continued focus 
on engaging with schools to assist in delivery of the    
health curriculum.

5.1 prImarY HEAlTh CarE

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† Headcount taken at each session - an individual may have attended more than one session

‡ The Port Moresby outreach is the outlying top range point due to the strong emphasis on peer support and relatively large collection of health workers across the 

collaborating clinics

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Mobile primary health 
care clinics serving 

rural majority and urban 
disadvantaged

900 patients per outreach 1012 (329 - 1330)

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Primary health care 
education

500 attendees† per 
outreach 1585 (102 - 3334)

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

In-service sessions for 
rural health workers

10 rural health workers 
(and identified community 

leaders) per outreach
19 (2 - 54)‡

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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CROCS AREN’T THE ONLY 
HAZARDS FOR SMALL CHILDREN

In remote parts of PNG, children face a fight for 
survival. Tuberculosis, malaria, pneumonia, wild boar 
bites, and even crocodile attacks are all very real 
concerns.  The Western Province is no exception.  
During 2014, YWAM MSA’s MV Pacific Link served 
here, regularly meeting families mourning lives lost to 
preventable disease and trauma.

Such a story unfolded in the village of Miruwo where 
a young boy named Giba* accompanied his uncle 
to YWAM MSA’s optometry clinic. As his uncle’s 
eyes were being tested, the team noticed that little 
Giba’s skin was covered from head to toe in “grille”, 
an intensely itchy fungal condition. Asking after his 
parents, a sad story emerged: a father recently killed 
by a crocodile and a grieving mother at home in 
traditional mourning.

A suitable support person was found to accompany 
Giba and he headed to the YWAM MSA PHC clinic 
for a comprehensive health check.  There he was 
found to be suffering from malaria and also received 
treatment for his skin.

In Giba’s Bamu River village, there is no health 
facility and very limited outreach service capacity.  In 
collaboration with local authorities, YWAM MSA focused 
its 2014 Western Province outreach activities on this 
area.  The MV YWAM PNG will continue this work, 
partnering with communities to tackle gruelling statistics 
and improve quality of health especially for children.

*Name and image changed for privacy

REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS 
• 2014 Ship outreaches again demonstrated 

the importance of relationship in regards to 
successful development of health care systems

• In some communities engaged, there has been 
a history of deep suspicion of health workers, 
in part due to lack of consistent (or, indeed, 
non-existent) services and destructive rumours 
regarding health care (including immunisation 
and family planning)

• It was pleasing to see that relationships 
developed through advance work preceding 
Ship team engagement had opened doors to 
respectful collaboration and new health care 
opportunities for communities

• Teamwork with provincial and district level 
health personnel also continued to strengthen 
in 2014

REFERENCES:
1 Government of Papua New Guinea (GoPNG), 
“National Health Plan 2011-2020,” Papua New 
Guinea, 2010.

PHC PATIENTS TREATED BY 
MV PACIFIC LINK

0

2,000

2010 2012 2013 20142011

4,000

6,000

8,000

10,000

9,1
09

54



YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

GOAL 
Decrease maternal mortality

BACKGROUND
Maternal health is universally recognised as an area of 
significant concern in PNG. A recent Maternal Mortality 
Ratio (MMR) estimate reported 733 maternal deaths 
per 100,000 live births1. This is the highest in the Pacific 
Region; more than three times that of Fiji and more than 
150 times that of Australia.

Significant effort has been put into turning these figures 
around.  YWAM MSA is committed to collaborating 
with PNG NDoH, provincial health administrations and 
other stakeholders to address this issue.  The Goal 
stated above correlates with United Nations Millennium 
Development Goal (MDG) 5 and PNG’s National Health 
Plan Key Result Area 5: Improve Maternal Health2. 
This includes a focus on trained assistance at birth and 
improved access to family planning services.

2014 SUMMARY
Maternal Health continues to be a strong focus of 
YWAM MSA’s program. A key area of growth in 2014 
was family planning with YWAM MSA taking part in the 
Spacim Pikinini campaign (spearheaded by Department 
of National Planning and through partnership with Rotary 
International; implementing the National Contraceptive 
Policy3). YWAM MSA, under the guidance of this 
program, made medium-term, reversible hormonal 
contraception available to rural women and their families 
in areas where this was not previously available.  Further 
detail in Chapter 3.

In addition, concerted effort continued on health promotion 
surrounding family planning and safe pregnancy and birth, 
including provision of tetanus toxoid immunisation in 
support of a national Supplementary Immunisation Activity 
(SIA).  Many peer-support education sessions were held 
with rural health workers in the field and with traditional 
birth attendants where appropriate.

5.2 maTernAl hEaltH
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* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† Only delivered where appropriate facilities and personnel were present hence variation between outreaches; large number family planning consumables left with Gulf 

Christian services facilities in Kikori District (large catchment)

‡ Only delivered when appropriate health workers were present hence lower range point

REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• Traditional Birth Attendants continue to be a very 

common form of assistance to rural women in child 
birth, particularly in communities without access to a 
health worker

• Health promotion messages among these women, 
and providing clean birth kits where appropriate, 
remains an important grassroots intervention

• The sub-dermal, reversible hormonal contraceptive 
implant was clearly a popular contraceptive choice

• As with any new therapeutic option, extensive and 
ongoing community consultation and liaison with 
health workers and leaders is a high priority to 
ensure questions are answered and systems in place 
are running as smoothly as possible

REFERENCES:
1  National Statistics Office, “Demographic and health Survey 2006: 
2006 National Report,” Papua New Guinea, 2009.
2  Government of Papua New Guinea (GoPNG), “National Health Plan 
2011-2020,” Papua New Guinea, 2010, Pg. 10.
3 NDOH, 2014, “National Contraceptive Policy”, Papua New Guinea

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative 
Service 

Provision

Comprehensive antenatal 
checks

30 women per outreach 48 (24 - 96)

Family planning treatment 50 women per outreach 84 (11 - 182)

Reversible, medium-term 
contraception rolled out – 

subdermal implant

Start offering this to remote rural 
women under the Spacim 

Pikinini program
Yes

Supply chain: family 
planning consumables 

delivered to rural facilities
200 per outreach 223 (0 - 1057)†

Supply chain: birth kits 
delivered

100 per outreach 137 (0 - 282)†

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Maternal health education 30 pregnant women 
per outreach 48 (24 - 96)

Maternal health education 
(birth)

100 general community 
members per outreach

158 (52 - 307)

Maternal health education 
(family planning)

100 general community 
members per outreach

184 (20 - 530)

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Maternal health in-service 
sessions for rural health 

workers

10 rural health workers 
(including traditional birth 
attendants) per outreach

13 (0 - 32)‡

Subdermal contraceptive 
implant training sessions

1 session during 2014 Yes

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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NEWBORN RESUSCITATION - 
BEYOND A TEXT BOOK

Amongst all the noise of the emergency caesarean 
operating theatre, one sound was missing: a baby’s cry.

YWAM MSA volunteer nurses had already spent a 
couple of days paired with local nurses at a small 
hospital serving a population spread over an enormous 
area.   As well as embarking on outreach patrol to 
remote rural areas, this team was also exchanging  
peer support with urban colleagues and gaining a 
deeper understanding of this referral facility for their 
rural patients.

The shift had started much like any other: patient 
handover, morning rounds, dressing changes, 
medications to administer.  But then Lydia arrived.  
Already in established labour, her life and that of her 
baby were in danger as things were not progressing 
well.  Thankfully, she had presented to a health facility 
with capacity to perform emergency obstetric surgery.  
The team’s attention was now firmly fixed on these two 
lives that, after 9 months entwined, suddenly hung in 
the balance, leaving not a minute to waste.

Whilst the surgical team set to work, the YWAM MSA 
nurses assisted the theatre nurses and midwives.  
Finally, Lydia’s womb was empty; her body now able to 
focus entirely on its own survival. As the obstetric team 
continued to treat her, her infant daughter, limp and 
lifeless, was handed over to an assistant.

After several seconds, the newborn was still making 
no attempt to breathe.  Laid on a side-table, a sad but 
familiar hush came over the theatre as it was agreed 
that, “at least her mother still has a chance”.

But this was not the end of the story as far as YWAM 
MSA nurse, Melissa, was concerned. Only a minute had  
passed since the delivery and she knew the protocol 
for basic neonatal resuscitation from her prior training.  
Grabbing the baby, she swung into action with some 
simple steps, matching the energy of the team working 
fervently over the operating table.

 
Onlooking staff, not directly involved in Lydia’s care, 
were astounded as a pulse was detected and several 
minutes later the theatre was filled with the vigorous 
cry of a courageous baby.

A deep sense of satisfaction came over the team 
that morning as they finished up and united Lydia 
with her daughter.  Not only had they saved a 
mother’s life but witnessed the application of 
textbook neonatal resuscitation for her baby. 

“There’s nothing like being able to instil hope in my 
PNG nursing colleagues,” shares Melissa. “There 
are seemingly small things we can do for our 
patients that may make a huge difference and we all 
experienced that together that morning.”

YWAM MSA continues to address maternal health for 
rural women through assisting with access to family 
planning services, promoting skilled assistance at 
birth, performing antenatal assessments and delivering 
essential medical supplies. Providing case-based 
mentoring support to local health workers is another 
major contribution to the wellbeing of women and their 
newborn babies.

*name and image changed for privacy
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GOAL
Decrease infant and child mortality

BACKGROUND
PNG has some of the highest infant and child mortality rates 
in the Pacific (63 under-five child deaths per 1 000 live births1).  
YWAM MSA is focused on implementing programs to assist 
PNG reduce under-five mortality and meet the corresponding 
PNG Health Key Result Area KRA 4: Improve Child Survival. 
Activities continue to address two of UNICEF’s ‘Priority Child 
Survival Interventions,’ immunisation coverage and a focus on 
feeding, including deworming and treatment of malnutrition 2.

2014 SUMMARY
YWAM MSA Child Health activities in 2014 continued to 
focus on preventative medicine and harm minimisation 
– predominantly through the vehicles of immunisation 
and health promotion including mosquito-net awareness, 
violence reduction education and water and sanitation 
training.  Mobile clinics were again set up as pikinini 
(child) friendly spaces, honouring the special role of 
children in the community.

5.3 ChIlD heaLTH
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REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• The comprehensive PNG childhood immunisation 

schedule was again supported by YWAM MSA 
clinics in 2014

• Facilitation by YWAM MSA teams assisted 
Provincial Health to access remote communities 
more effectively

• The pneumococcal vaccine has been a much 
anticipated addition to the schedule in 2014

• Although health authorities requested YWAM MSA 
not commence administration of this vaccine in 
2014, for broader strategic reasons, it is hoped that 
a supported roll-out will occur in 2015

COLLABORATIVE IMMUNISATION DELIVERY 
2010-2014

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† On a number of outreach voyages this peer support was delivered via collaborative clinical work rather than structured in-service session

REFERENCES:
1 Unicef, 2014a, “At a Glance: Papua New Guinea,” http://www.unicef.
org/infobycountry/papuang_statistics.html; accessed 5/12/2014.
2 Unicef, 2014b, “Accelerated Child Survival,“ http://www.unicef.org/
health/index_childsurvival.html; accessed 5/12/2014.
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ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Childhood immunisations 400 per outreach 1066 (275 - 1904)

Nutritional assessments 200 per outreach 214 (76 - 351)

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Child health focused 
health promotion

200 attendees per 
outreach 118 (9 - 279)

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Child health in-service 
sessions for rural health 

workers

10 rural health workers 
(and identified community 

leaders) per outreach
2 (0 - 8)†

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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GOAL 
Improve oral health

BACKGROUND
The WHO’s Global Burden of Disease Survey, 2010, 
reported that the presence of dental caries (a common 
cause of severe pain) is the most prevalent human illness 
worldwide 1. To compound matters, it is widely recog-
nised that oral health often lags behind other elements 
of the health sector in settings where the system overall 
is under strain2.

PNG is no stranger to this situation, with latest esti-
mates from NDoH Oral Health Unit putting the number 
of dentists per head of population at 1 per 100,0003.  As 
this statistic includes dentists outside fulltime clinical 
practice, the gravity of the situation is clear.

YWAM MSA provides dental services, oral health edu-
cation, supply of basic oral hygiene items and support 
to the rural health workforce tasked with caring for oral 
health under the Oral Health Procedure Manual, NDoH.

5.4 DENtisTrY

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 8 outreaches that included dentistry in 2014
† The lower outlier relates to the few days spent providing dental services at Steamships dockyard during the short Port 
Moresby outreach
‡ Headcount taken at each session - an individual may have attended more than one session
§ Multiple sessions held over a few days at Daru Highschool contributed to the outlying upper range point

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Mobile dental clinic 
serving rural majority and 

urban disadvantaged

230 per patients  
per outreach 220 (53 - 371)†

Support supply chain 
logistics – toothbrushes 

and toothpaste
230 of each per outreach

Toothbrush 525 (52 - 1779)
Toothpaste 471 (52 - 1468)

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Oral health focused 
health promotion

230 attendees‡ 
per outreach 1172 (104 - 2194)§

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

In-service sessions for 
rural health workers

8 rural health workers per 
outreach season

13

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• Communities were identified in areas of engagement 

that require significant health promotion to overcome 
fears and misconceptions surrounding modern oral 
health care

• Support to CHWs responsible for oral health service 
delivery in many rural communities continues to be 
an important capacity building role for YWAM MSA

• Enga Baptist Health Services sent a CHW to serve 
with the YWAM MSA dental team in order to 
receive exposure to dental services and oral health 
promotion delivery, provided with reference to the 
PNG Oral Health Manual

REFERENCES:
1  Marcenes W., Kassebaum N., Bernabé E., Flaxman A., Naghavi 
M., Lopez A. and Murray C., 2013, “Global burden of oral conditions 
in 1990-2010: a systematic analysis”, Journal of Dental Research, 
Jul;92(7):592-7
2  WHO, “Oral Health Fact Sheet – 318”, http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/factsheets/fs318/en/; accessed December 2014.
3 Personal Communication.

A SPECIAL GIFT FROM THE 
TOWNSVILLE COMMUNITY - 
I-DENT AT WORK 

The generosity of the Townsville community 
is bearing fruit in remote communities just 
‘across the water’ in Papua New Guinea as 
I-DENT chairs (basic portable dental systems) 
are put to use.
 
Financed largely from a breakfast fundraiser in 
Townsville in 2013, the I-DENT system includes 
a portable, compact and lightweight dental 
chair and solar-powered drill set that folds into 
a back-pack so that health workers can more 
easily travel ‘on patrol’ to provide oral health 
services at challenging locations.
 
In many parts of PNG, basic oral health care 
is provided by Community Health Workers 
(CHWs), guided by national Oral Health 
Standards.  After several years of collaborating 
with YWAM MSA dental clinic teams and 
receiving collegial support, CHWs Manu and 
Morea from Kapuna Hospital, Gulf Province, 
received one of the prized chairs in 2013.  In 
2014, they were again part of the mobile 
dental team working alongside a YWAM 
MSA volunteer dentist from Sydney, in Kikori 
District.
 
Equipped with I-DENT systems, Manu and the 
dentist both joined in with the PHC mobile 
clinic and headed out via small boat on a 
special patrol to a remote set of villages.   
While for some, working under a tree or in a 
small hut or disused aid post, may seem like a 
nightmare, for these two Papua New Guinean 
and Australian health professionals, the 
opportunity to bring dental care to patients 
who may never have received it otherwise was 
irresistible and deeply rewarding.
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GOAL
Reduce the burden of refractive error-induced low vision 
(that is, correctable by spectacles)

BACKGROUND
Reversible causes of visual impairment (including simple 
refractive error) are common in PNG, affecting both 
adults and children alike1,2,3.

“The identification and treatment of refractive error and 
cataracts need to be priorities for eye health services 
in Papua New Guinea if the burden of vision impairment 
and blindness is to be reduced,” says the PNG National 
Eye Plan 2011-20154, produced by the PNG Prevention of 
Blindness Committee, of which YWAM MSA was proud 
to become a member in 2014.

5.5 oPtOmEtRy

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 6 outreaches that included optometry clinic in 2014

† Supply of UV-protective eyewear was limited in 2014 so these were not distributed in Port Moresby due to the relatively easier access to sunglasses in the city

‡ Eye health education was not undertaken on one outreach in view of other pressing topics

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Mobile optometry clinic 
serving rural majority and 

urban disadvantaged

250 vision assessments 
per outreach

468 (111 – 915)

Prescription and 
distribution of spectacles

150 pairs corrective 
glasses per outreach

454 (99 – 875)

Distribution of UV-
protective sunglasses to 
slow disease progression

100 pairs of UV-protective 
sunglasses per outreach

71 (0 – 225)†

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Eye health education 250 attendees per 
outreach 187 (0 - 742)‡

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Non-professional 
optometry personnel 
equipped to serve

Work alongside I-SEE 
workers trained last year See comments

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• YWAM MSA optometry clinics were deferred in some 

parts of Gulf Province in 2014 as consecutive years of 
previous service provision and training of a local eye 
glass distributor through the I-SEE program has made 
considerable advancements

• Instead optometry services were focused on rural areas 
not previously engaged and, as anticipated, there was 
significant demand at these sites

• A high burden of severely sight-limiting cataract 
disease was uncovered in these new areas of 
engagement which will inform future strategic service 
delivery partnerships

• Paediatric optometry continues to be a strong focus 
and several children were again encountered in 
each clinic with severe, disabling but correctable, 
refractive error

REFERENCES:
1   Vision 2020, 2009, “Eye Health Programs in Papua New Guinea and 
the Solomon Islands - Submission”, Australia.
2   Farmer, J., 2000, “Developing Eye Care in Papua New Guinea”, 
Community Eye Health, 13(34): 26–27.
3  Garap, J and Farmer, J., 2011, “National Eye Plan Papua New Guinea: 
2011-2015”, Papua New Guinea.
4  GoPNG, 2010, “National Eye Plan 2011-2015”, PNG.

A NEW LEASE ON LIFE 

As the YWAM MSA team pulled up on the banks 
of Piru Piru 2, a small village on the Bamu River, 
they were greeted by the smiling faces of locals 
anxiously awaiting the basic medical care they had 
dreamed of for so long.

None were more excited than one elderly 
man, Gagio Sego. Gagio stood quietly as the 
team unloaded their supplies and set up for 
the day.  His vision was so poor that his young 
grandchildren had to assist him in moving around 
the village.  Living in such a remote location, he 
had never had the opportunity for an eye check.

But today was his day. Gagio was assisted into the 
clinic and just a few minutes later, was wearing 
a pair of glasses that much improved his sight.  
Although he spoke no English, the new light in his 
eyes conveyed an emotion deeper than words.

With improved vision, his independent mobility 
was returned and there was no holding Gagio 
back!  All afternoon he could be seen victoriously 
clutching his walking stick and making rounds of 
the village. With his new freedom, Gagio wanted 
to inspect all the things he hadn’t properly seen in 
years and confidently made his way about, sharing 
his joy with friends and family.

As the clinic team left Piru Piru 2 that afternoon, 
Gagio and his beautiful wife stood proudly on the 
riverbank to wave farewell. His smile said it all – 
regaining his sight had given him a new lease on life!

64



GOAL 
Reverse surgically correctable blindness and enhance sight

BACKGROUND
Cataract blindness in particular has been almost 
eliminated in the West due to access to corrective 
surgery.  As there is no other known preventive or 
curative intervention for the majority of cataracts, 
surgery is crucial to reversing the vision loss.

The burden of cataract blindness in PNG is very high, 
although accurate figures are hard to obtain due to 
the rurality of the population. YWAM MSA focuses on 
strengthening the PNG national eye health community 
as well as supporting service delivery to remote rural 
areas.  This includes through membership of the 
Prevention of Blindness Committee and promotion of the 
VISION 2020 Global Initiative.

2014 SUMMARY
In 2014 YWAM MSA collaborated with Port Moresby 
General Hospital eye department to undertake a 
collaborative clinic for a week in Port Moresby.  The 
purpose of this activity was collegial support and skill 
exchange, particularly increasing the confidence of 
national staff in a modified Small Incision Cataract 
Surgery (SICS) technique, among best practice 
approaches to the dense cataracts encountered in a 
context such as PNG.

A 2 week collaborative clinic was also held with the eye 
health team at Milne Bay Provincial Health Authority 
(MBPHA), starting at Alotau General Hospital and then 
moving out to Losuia Health Centre at Kiriwina Island, 
among the Trobriand Group, Milne Bay.

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

5.6 oPhTHamOlOgY
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* Numeric data: mean and range across the 2 outreaches in 2014

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Ophthalmology 
procedures provided

54 per outreach 55 (36 - 73)

Ophthalmic assessments 
provided

120 per outreach 85 (63 - 107)

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Provided to recipients 
of procedures 54 per outreach 55 (36 - 73)

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Collegial professional 
development training 
for PNG eye health 

professionals

5 per outreach 5 (2 - 7)

REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS:
• This year was again marked by success due to the 

strong group of dedicated returning volunteers who 
make up the YWAM MSA ophthalmology team

• It was very pleasing to see collaboration 
strengthening with the PNG eye health community 
both though deepening of existing relationships and 
formation of new partnerships.

• YWAM MSA also attended and contributed to the 
PNG Ophthalmology Association meeting during the 
50th Medical Symposium held in Goroka in September

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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THE PRIVILEGE OF GIVING 
SIGHT TO THE BLIND - 
A SURGEON’S PERSPECTIVE 

I have volunteered as an ophthalmologist with 
YWAM MSA for six two-week trips now and enjoy it 
each time.

On my most recent trip, I worked in Alotau and 
Kiriwina Island in Milne Bay Province, PNG. There 
is one eye surgeon in Alotau, Dr. Helai Baru, whose 
work covers the whole of the Milne Bay province 
with a population of 278,000 who speak 48 different 
languages.  In New Zealand, where I’m from, we 
have one eye surgeon for every 40,000 people.

Dr. Baru is a very good surgeon and I enjoyed 
working together with him during my time in 
Alotau. It was a privilege to introduce him to an 
important advancement to the manual technique 
ophthalmologists use to extract the dense 
cataracts faced in settings like PNG.  The challenge 
for surgeons in such isolated settings is to find 
opportunities to strengthen their techniques 
alongside colleagues.  Peer support is crucial.

After a period of observing and discussing 
techniques, Dr. Baru made the necessary 
adjustments with ease.  The results of his surgery 
were dramatically improved – every bit as good 
as mine. He needed some new equipment for the 
surgery and YWAM MSA was able to provide him 
with a small supply.

From Alotau, our team moved onto Kiriwina 
Island for a pilot outreach voyage.  Already more 
than 60 patients were potential candidates for 
surgery on this first trip alone. They were all blind 
due to cataract. It is very sad to realise that in 
PNG almost 40,000 people are blind because of 
cataracts in both their eyes and this number is 
increasing because of the lack of eye surgery! In 
the three days available on this trip to Kiriwina, we 
operated on 23 patients (one eye each).

One of our patients, a man named Kasikweyu, only 
had one working eye due to an injury earlier in his 
life. His one good eye however, had a very dense 
cataract which left him blind. It was very satisfying 
to be able to provide him with surgery on this vital 
eye. The gratitude and joy was clearly evident on 
his face when we removed his patch the day after 
his surgery.

Fortunately, all went well with Kasikweyu and the 
other patients, but there is still a lot to do. I am 
definitely booking in next year for another trip.

There is a huge amount of work involved in 
arranging these outreaches. Thank you to the 
YWAM MSA team who work tirelessly to make it all 
happen. What a privilege giving sight to the blind.

Thanks to Dr. Keith Maslin for sharing his experience here 

(abridged)    
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GOAL 
Reduce the incidence of tuberculosis (TB); increase 
access to diagnosis and treatment

BACKGROUND
Tuberculosis is a major cause of morbidity and mortality 
in PNG. Excluding obstetrics, TB consumes more in-
patient bed resources than any other disease1. In 2012, 
prevalence was estimated at 541 cases per 100,000 
population2. Co-existence with HIV, the rise of multi-drug 
resistance and high levels of defaultment from treatment 
programs are serious ongoing concerns1.

YWAM MSA seeks to support the fight against TB in a 
number of ways including: assisting supply chain logistics 
by adding capacity to rural distribution networks; 
equipping communities by providing TB focused 
education to community members; strengthening rural 
workforce through training and collegial support services.

2014 SUMMARY:

YWAM MSA’s main TB activities in 2014 included 
assistance in the Minimum Priority Activity of medicine 
delivery, including TB medications, to Gulf Province.

Health promotion continued to large numbers of 
community members and was integrated with the World 
Vision-led ‘Stop TB’ program messaging.

5.7 Tuberculos Is
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* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† Headcount taken at each session - individuals may have attended more than one session

‡ The Port Moresby week of collaboration with urban clinics did not strongly focus on large scale health promotion, hence the outlying lower range point

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative
Service Provision

Support to supply chain 
logistics

TB medication delivered 
as per NDoH instruction

20 boxes (12 treatment packs per 
box) delivered to Kikiori District 

health services

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Tuberculosis-focused 
health promotion

100 attendees† 

per outreach 322 (0 - 757)‡

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Tuberculosis in-service 
sessions for rural health 

workers

5 rural health workers 
per 

outreach season
8

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS

69



REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• YWAM MSA continues to develop relationships 

with key stakeholders to support an integrated 
approach to the fight against TB

• Field-staff continue to witness first-hand the 
ravages of TB upon communities in the  
Southern Region

• YWAM MSA acknowledges and welcomes PNG 
Prime Minister, Honourable Peter O’Neill’s 
declaration of a TB emergency3 in the nation and 
encourages ongoing sustained effort to see this 
preventable and treatable disease removed from 
PNG’s future narrative.

REFERENCES:
1 Government of Papua New Guinea (GoPNG), “National Health 

Plan 2011-2020,” Papua New Guinea, 2010.
2  WHO, 2014, “Papua New Guinea: Health Profile”, http://www.

who.int/gho/countries/png.pdf?ua=1; updated May 2014, accessed 

December 2014.
3  Nicholas, I., 2014, “Alarming Rates of Tuberculosis in PNG’s 

Capital”, Pacific Islands Report, http://pidp.eastwestcenter.org/

pireport/2014/October/10-07-04.htm; accessed December 2014.
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VITAL DELIVERY - GETTING 
MEDICINE UP THE RIVER 
 
The geographic landscapes of PNG are breath-
taking but also pose a major logistical challenge to 
the delivery of essential medicines to rural health 
facilities. 

In some areas where YWAM MSA operates, these 
facilities face critical ‘stock-outs’ on a regular basis.  
This includes shortages of vital TB medicines.

In the face of alarming levels of drug-resistant TB 
(largely due to patients taking incomplete courses of 
antibiotic treatment), action to support completion 
of a full treatment schedule is extremely important. 
Making sure that medicine is available to dispense at 
rural health facilities is a crucial step.

In July 2014, YWAM MSA was pleased to assist 
with transport of 20 boxes of vital TB medications 
from a storehouse in Port Moresby across to TB 
treatment centres at Kapuna and Kikori hospitals, 
Gulf Province.  Other options were limited and stock 
levels were very low – the voyage came just at the 
right time to ensure continuity of supply.

The prevalence of TB remains very high in Gulf 
Province and elsewhere in PNG.  Along with many 
partners, YWAM MSA will continue to provide 
support to see local systems strengthened to fight 
this preventable and curable disease.  Together, we 
can Stop TB.
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GOAL
Eradication of Lymphatic Filariasis (LF) in PNG 

BACKGROUND
The World Health Organisation classes LF among its 
collection of Neglected Tropical Diseases (NTD) globally.  
It is estimated to be the second most common cause of 
chronic disability worldwide (principally through physical 
impairment and the social stigmatisation of massive 
lymphedema and scrotal hydrocele)1. The disease 
is endemic in PNG with a prevalence thought to be 
amongst the highest in the world2. 

Eradication of this vector-borne disease is possible 
through a schedule of population treatment over 
several years (LF Mass Drug Administration, LF MDA).  
YWAM MSA’s strategy is to partner with national 
and provincial health administrations to support 
service delivery by assisting with human resources, 

community training and health promotion activities, 
and innovative transport solutions to access isolated 
populations.  To this end, YWAM MSA is a member of 
the NTD Technical Working Group, convened by NDoH 
and party to an MOU specifically pertaining to its LF 
MDA activities.

2014 SUMMARY:
A successful pilot MDA project was run in New Ireland 
Province in 2014 by FHI 360, in conjunction with USAID.

YWAM MSA’s major contribution to LF MDA in PNG will 
likely be in Gulf Province. Pilot work was conducted in 
2012 and 2013, however, further work is awaiting both 
the results of the New Ireland experience and further 
epidemiological studies to be conducted in Gulf Province 
by James Cook University (JCU) researchers.

5.8 lyMpHaTiC filaRias Is
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REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS

• There have been key senior personnel changes 
within the PNG LF program in 2014, leading to some 
adjustments to timelines

• YWAM MSA looks forward to further progress in the 
LF MDA implementation process in 2015

REFERENCES:
1   WHO, 2011, “Global Program to Eliminate Lymphatic Filarisis: pro-
gress report 2011,” http://www.who.int/wer/2012/REH_37.pdf; Accessed 
October 2012.
2  Bockarie, M. and Kazura, J., 2003, “Lymphtic filarisis in Papua New 
Guinea: prospects for elimination,” Med Microbiol Immunol, 192(1):9-14.

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative 
Service 

Provision

Base line survey work Support as required Survey not commenced by JCU

Gulf Provincial Health, 
PNG NDoH and YWAM 

MSA create clear 
strategy for LF MDA in  

target areas

During the 2014 year

Implementation strategy not 
yet confirmed with national and 

provincial health authorities in part 
due to change in personnel

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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TURNING ON THE TAP

A stream of clean water flowing from a tap is not 
something taken for granted in rural PNG. In fact, 
something as simple as a broken tap can reduce a 
useful tank to a lifeless, plastic monument decaying 
into the bush. Access to safe drinking water is a 
key determinant of health (reflected in Millennium 
Development Goal 7) and woven into YWAM MSA 
activities among some of PNG’s most isolated 
communities.
 
Encountering tanks, non-operational due to simple 
problems, has been a common situation for YWAM 
MSA teams in their journey with Gulf and Western 
villages in recent years. Imagine the frustration for 
communities, and those who care about them, of 
knowing that a tank sits idle for the lack of simple 
supplies like thread sealing tape or the skills to 
make a mechanical repair.
 
YWAM MSA volunteers, drawn largely from the 
Ship’s mechanical team, have begun to take 
practical steps to address these challenges by 
running simple, hands-on training for maintenance 
and repair of common water tank issues. This is  
 
 

 
 
a project that one of MV YWAM PNG’s crewman, 
Simon, has expanded in 2014. He has set his sights 
on restoration of 100 tanks over the years 2014-
2015. In 2014 alone, over 175,000L of safe drinking 
water has been put ‘on-tap’ through this initiative.
 
The model is simple: communities identify a tank 
in disrepair in their area; then the team comes 
alongside a group of locals, working together to 
assess and, hopefully, fix the tank and to learn 
about future maintenance requirements. This 
immediately puts safe water back on tap and also 
enhances local knowledge to keep it operational.
 
Often the major challenge for a remote community 
is sourcing replacement parts. The team can often 
assist with making these available and at a heavily 
subsidised rate, reducing seemingly insurmountable 
barriers and empowering communities to utilise their 
strengths to secure safe drinking water.

Although there is still a way to go in achieving 
universal water access, turning on the tap definitely 
became a lot more fruitful for many villages this year.

*Name and image changed for privacy
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GOAL
Reduce the incidence of HIV/AIDS; increase access to, 
and utilisation of, testing and treatment. 

BACKGROUND
It was previously believed that PNG was headed toward 
a wide-spread epidemic of HIV/AIDS, however more 
recent data has uncovered localized epidemics existing in 
certain geographic locations and amongst certain high-
risk population groups rather than a consistent national 
spread1. An estimated 32,000 people are living with 
HIV in PNG2, with the national estimated percentage of 
those infected sitting at 0.65% 1.

The current National HIV & AIDS Strategy (NHS), (2011-
2015) focuses on integrated health services and targeted 
public health interventions towards the identified most-
at-risk populations3.

2014 SUMMARY:
YWAM MSA staff attended training through the National 
HIV & AIDS Training Unit (NHATU) on HIV & AIDS 
community education. The principles of this training 
were then employed through relevant YWAM MSA health 
promotion activities in the field.

Provider Initiated Counselling and Testing (PICT) training 
was not able to be achieved by YWAM MSA personnel in 
2014, however, the course noted above is a required step 
in the pathway toward PICT accreditation for field staff 
and therefore indicates pleasing progress. A stronger 
working relationship with NHATU has also been achieved 
in 2014.

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

5.9 H Iv/a IDS

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† Includes the Port Moresby week of collaboration with urban clinics which did not strongly focus on large scale health promotion

REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• Progress was made in 2014 on strengthening HIV/

AIDS professional development for YWAM MSA 
personnel

• Progress toward PICT services being available in 
remote areas is ongoing

REFERENCES:
1  UNAIDS, 2014, “Interim Global AIDS Response Progress & Universal 
Access Reports: Papua New Guinea,” http://www.unaids.org/sites/
default/files/country/documents//PNG_narrative_report_2014.pdf; 
accessed December 2014. 
2  UNAIDS, 2012, “Papua New Guinea: HIV and AIDS estimates (2012),” 
http://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/countries/papuanewguinea; 
accessed December 2014.
3  Godwin, 2013, “Mid-Term Review of HIV AIDS Strategy (2011-2015),” 
http://www.fhi360.org/sites/default/files/media/documents/MidTermRe-
viewofPNGHIVStrategy.pdf; Accessed December 2014.

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

PICT services Set-up work done in 
2014

Set-up work commenced 
- YWAM volunteer staff 

attended awareness training

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

HIV/AIDS health 
promotion

100 attendees per 
outreach

80 (0 - 230)†

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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GOAL 
Reduce the incidence of, and mortality associated 
with, malaria.

BACKGROUND
Ninety-four percent of the PNG population live in areas 
classified as having high transmission rates of malaria  
(>1 per 1,000 population). In many areas, case rates 
exceed 100 per 1,000 population1. Malaria remains a 
leading cause of death in PNG, especially for children 
less than five years old2.

The use of long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) is 
a key evidence-based intervention to reduce the 
incidence of malaria1.

2014 SUMMARY
Supply was a challenging issue at times during 2014 but 
the distribution of LLINs continues to be a strategic 
intervention as YWAM MSA contributes to the fight 
against malaria. This was again coupled with strong 
emphasis on community education around the message 
that malaria is preventable, with particular emphasis on 
the high-risk groups of pregnant women and children 
under 5 years of age.

ANNuAl REPORT 2014 -2014 GOAlS IN REvIEW

* Numeric data: mean and range across the 9 outreaches in 2014

† No LLIN were available for distribution during the first 2 outreach voyages of 2014; later outreaches had much improved access

‡ Only delivered where appropriate facilities and personnel were present hence variation between outreaches

§ The Port Moresby week of collaboration with urban clinics did not strongly focus on large scale health promotion, hence the outlying lower range point

|| On a number of outreach voyages this peer support was extended via collaborative clinical work rather than structured in-service sessions

5.10 malArIa

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Collaborative Service 
Provision

Support supply chain 
logistics - LLINs

180 LLIN distributed per 
outreach 149 (0-700)†

Support supply chain 
logistics - RDTs

250 RDT kits distributed 
per outreach

118 (0 - 315)‡

Health Promotion 
and Community 
Empowerment

Malaria prevention 
education

200 attendees per 
outreach 221 (0 - 514)§

Health Workforce 
Capacity Building

Malaria focused in-
service sessions for rural 

health workers

10 rural health workers 
(and identified community 

leaders) per outreach
4 (0 - 16)||

REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
Some of the areas YWAM MSA extended into in 2014 
are equally as remote as those previously engaged and 
include whole communities with poor LLIN coverage
Networking with partners to see LLIN sourced and 
effectively distributed will continue in 2015

REFERENCES:
1  World Health Organisation, 2012a, “World Malaria Report 2012,” 
Switzerland. 
2  World Health Organisation, 2012b, “Community Based Reduction of 
malaria Transmission,” Italy.

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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5.11 EnGaGiNg ausTrAliaNs
GOAL 
Build Australia’s capacity to contribute to the 
development of our region through:
• equipping young people
• assisting Australian health professionals to engage 

social responsibility and further their experience by 
volunteering

• build on the relationship between North Queensland 
and PNG

BACKGROUND
Australia has long been an ally and friend of Papua 
New Guinea and is well recognised as its leading 
global financial donor1. Furthermore, Port Moresby 
is Townsville’s oldest sister-city, established in 1983. 
Since that time, significant economic development has 
occurred between the two centres with some $500 
million in two-way trade now flowing between the ports.  

Cairns and Lae also have a sister-city relationship 
which YWAM MSA asists to strengthen.  YWAM MSA 
was proud to have hosted Mayor Bob Manning’s Civic 
Reception aboard the MV YWAM PNG in Cairns, as the 
City welcomed a delegation from sister-city Lae.

Today’s youth belong to a generation that understands 
the plight of the poor and needy. When given the 
opportunity to respond to injustice, they often do so 
with incredible passion. 

Evidence clearly indicates that providing young people 
with the opportunity to address some of these needs 
can drastically improve their behavior and lifestyle 2.

YWAM MSA seeks to keep Australians informed 
regarding the ties between PNG and Australia and 
opportunities to volunteer time and skills towards 
constructive development. 

2014 SUMMARY
In 2014 YWAM MSA succesfully engaged Australians 
in a range of ways. The MV YWAM PNG tour of the 
East Coast of Australia was a major contributor to 
meeting this goal.  This included engaging youth, health 
care professionals and others within Australian society 
through targeted events aboard and presentations in 
schools, service clubs and churches. Over 18,000 people 
took tours of the vessel, presenting the situation of our 
nearest neighbour, PNG, and the opportunities to be 
involved in YWAM MSA’s work. More than 8400 youth 
were specifically engaged during the tour.

Routine engagement from Townsville continued, targeting 
youth by running programs such as the ‘I Want to Live’ 
event, ‘Try Time’ school seminars and ‘Youth Adventures’ 
- a service-based program aimed at enlarging the social 
consciousness of youth through volunteerism. Newspaper 
in Education articles continued, reaching over 25 schools 
with PNG-focused content to support the social studies 
curriculum. A youth leadership discussion group was held 
in Townsville focusing on crime prevention. A total of 8 
teenagers were among volunteers aboard YWAM MSA 
outreaches in PNG during 2014.

Fifty Australian health care professionals joined YWAM 
MSA outreaches in 2014, including 5 James Cook 
University (JCU) students and one Deakin Nursing 
Student.  This engagement continues to impact 
the Australian health care landscape with a positive 
experience of partnering in PNG. 
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REFLECTION AND FUTURE FOCUS
• Relationships were strengthened between North 

Queensland and PNG in 2014, including the Sister-
Cities of Townsville-Port Moresby and Cairns-Lae

• Youth engagement continues to be a strength of the 
YWAM MSA program, in particular connecting Aussie 
youth with PNG counterparts, and is set to grow  
in 2015

• Strong and sustained involvement by Australian health 
professionals in field activities continues to be a 
cornerstone of implementation strategy 

REFERENCES:
1  Australian Aid, 2013, “Why we give Aid to Papua New Guinea”, http://
aid.dfat.gov.au/countries/pacific/png/Pages/why-aid.aspx; Accessed Dec 
2014.
2  Ferrier, F., Roos, I. & Long, M., “Passion, People and Appreciation: 
Making volunteering work for young people”, National Youth Affairs 
Research Scheme, April 2004, Australia.

ACTIVITY AREA TARGET PERFORMANCE*

Increase social 
conciousness of youth

Australian teenagers 
aboard YWAM MSA 
outreach voyages

4 per outreach season 8

Youth Leadership Forum 
event in Townsville 1 per outreach season

Youth Forum held in 
Townsville on MV YWAM 

PNG

Newspaper in Education 
resources provided

Content to 25 Townsville 
schools per outreach 

season
96 schools engaged

Seminars focused on 
social consciousness

5 presented per outreach 
season

67 (includes OTI Tour)

Australian Health 
Professionals

Australian health 
professionals aboard 50 per outreach season 50

James Cook University 
6th Year medical 

students on elective 
placement

5 per outreach season 5

Support the Townsville 
- Port Moresby 
relationship*

Facilitate a week of 
engagement through a 

POM outreach

1 outreach in the 2014 
season Achieved

* In addition, the Cairns leg of the Overcome the Impossible (OTI) campaign added support to the Cairns-Lae relationship in 2014.

PERFORMANCE AGAINST TARGETS
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YOUTH ADVENTURING ON PURPOSE

Townsville Grade 12 students, Shannon King and Levi-
Jesse Cartledge, joined YWAM MSA’s final outreach 
voyage of the year, travelling to Milne Bay to discover 
just how much of a difference they could make serving 
and building relationships with Australia’s nearest 
neighbour, Papua New Guinea.

Levi primarily helped in the Optometry Clinic, learning 
some basic skills to assist in the running of the clinic, 
while Shannon helped both on-board with some of the 
vital operational background work of the outreach and in 
the Primary Health Care Clinic, assisting midwife Jenny 
with her antenatal clinics and health promotion sessions.

 

  
 
Shannon says, “This experience has made me want to go 
back as an adult and do more to improve local health.”
Levi was also clearly moved by the experience, saying, “If 
my life depends on it, I’m going back.  If my life doesn’t 
depend on it, I’m going back.”

The YWAM Townsville Youth Adventures program 
is aimed at getting high school students involved in 
service-based learning about our region. Enquiries about 
the program can be made through contact details on the 
back page of this report.
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Profit & Loss - Previous Year Comparisson
January through December 2014

INCOME    JAN - DEC ‘14    JAN - DEC’13
Volunteers - Gift in Kind   2,734,924.62    1,876,293
Donations - Gift in Kind   489,546     436,592
Donations - General   337,649     293,410
Donations - Tax Deductible  218,332     31,865
Grants & Sponsorship   2,463,147    735,811
New Ship Fundraising Campaign  1,498,067    -
Crew Fees    197,929     72,409
Outreach Fees    61,118     44,239
Miscellaneous Income   13,442     5,843
Total Income    8,014,155    3,496,462

EXPENSE    JAN - DEC ‘14    JAN - DEC’13
Volunteer Labour   2,734,925    1,876,293
Employee Expense   42,953     38,300
Ship Expenses    478,610     382,262
Medical Expenses   169,340     49,034
Office/Administration   296,040     139,823
Donations    736,228     66,853
Travel     151,130     115,501
Insurances    121,079     60,823
MV Ammari Lease   1,000,000    -
Outreaches/Ships Tour   248,563     114,705
Depreciation    99,9113     82,282
Miscellaneous    84,243     64,164
Advertising/Marketing   105,902     10,842
Total Expenses    6,268,924    3,000,884

NET INCOME    1,745,230    495,578

5.12 fiNancIal repORT
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AT a GLaNCEMoViNg
OVERCOMING THE 

IMPOSSIBLE

ForwArd

C H A P T E R  F I V E
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6.1 The oVeRCOmIng THE ImPoSsIBlE cAmPaIGn

YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

YWAM MSA conducted a vigorous five-month public 
awareness campaign in 2014 with the overall objective 
of purchasing a new Training and Medical Ship for PNG, 
the MV YWAM PNG and increasing its support base in 
preparation for a major expansion with the new ship  
in 2015.

The campaign was named, ‘Overcoming the Impossible’, 
and included the following campaign objectives: 
• Raise $5.5 million AUD in five months to finalise the 

purchase of the MV YWAM PNG

• Recruit 500+ medical, marine and general volunteers
• Acquire sponsors for the medical re-fit of the  

new vessel
• Educate Australians about the critical health 

concerns in PNG
• Strengthen partnership relationships in PNG

The campaign was active in both Australia and Papua 
New Guinea and rallied thousands around the cause 
including corporates, government officials, students, 
service clubs, medical and marine groupings and the 
general community.
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The MV YWAM PNG will increase YWAM MSA’s  
operational capacity by over 500% and allow expansion 
of its training and health services across the entire 
Southern Region of PNG. The new vessel will replace 
and build on the work of the retired MV Pacific 
Link, which operated in PNG from 2010 to 2014, 
achieving over 249,000 training, health and community 
development services.

The replacement vessel was selected after an extensive 
research process, matching YWAM MSA field experience 
and requirements with detailed naval architectural 
investigation of a number of vessels. The MV YWAM 
PNG has several very significant advantages over the MV 

Pacific Link (see comparison table). These include;
• much improved maintenance profile, allowing the 

vessel to operate for 11 months of the year in  
PNG waters

• shallower draft, exponentially increasing the 
geographic footprint of activities

• larger usable space aboard, extending the Mother 
Ship concept of operation (see below).

6.3 mV YWam pnG 
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All these features result in an expanded service area to 
now include not only Gulf and Western, but also Central, 
Milne Bay, and Oro Provinces plus the Huon-Gulf District 
of Morobe Province.

In brief, through deploying the MV YWAM PNG, YWAM 
MSA will be able to facilitate engagement with more 
villages for longer periods of time. The vessel will
itself travel to remote locations and there act as a well 
equipped ‘mother-ship’, launching multiple patrol tenders 
to deliver teams to extremely remote communities. 

Purchased as a former cruise catamaran, renovations will 
be undertaken to refit the vessel for its new purpose.
The refit will include a dentistry clinic, operating theatre 
and day-stay area, radiology suite, outpatient facility 
and laboratory and will occur in stages. The first phase 
of modifications is due to commence in early 2015 and 
the vessel will make its maiden voyage to PNG shortly 
thereafter before returning to Australia for subsequent 
refit works.

Applications are being taken from volunteers (health 
professional, maritime and general) who wish to take part 
in 2015 outreach activities. Many have already taken up 
the opportunity to do so.
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The MV YWAM PNG was chartered for five months 
under a lease-to-buy agreement signed with its former 
owners, Riverside Marine Group, in May. The tour 
included eight stops along Australia’s east coast in 
Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Gladstone, Brisbane, Gold 
Coast, Newcastle and Sydney.

OVER THE COURSE OF THE TOUR PUBLIC 
AWARENESS ACTIVITIES INCLUDED:
• Media campaign
• Public tours of the ship for school students and the 

general community
• Civic and parliamentary receptions
• Connection with local ‘Wantok’ communities
• School presentations
• Presentations to service clubs, medical and  

marine groupings

OVER FIVE MONTHS WE ACHIEVED:
• 18,408 people visited the ship and heard the 

campaign message during public tours, events  
and presentations

• 1,100 people completed an expression of interest 
form for volunteering with YWAM MSA

• Over 4 million people were reached through a media 
campaign

SPECIAL EVENTS
Gala fundraising events were held in Townsville, 
Brisbane, Newcastle and Sydney along with 
parliamentary receptions hosted by both Queensland 
and New South Wales Speakers and civic receptions at 
a number of locations.  The MV YWAM PNG also hosted 
the Brisbane PNG Consulate’s 39th PNG Independence 
Day celebration.

Major corporate sponsors, Henry Schein Halas and 1300 
Smiles Dental, also held events aboard. A highlight was 
hosting the international CEO of Fortune 500 company 
Henry Schein, Mr. Stanley Bergman, aboard in July along 
with his senior Australian team for an executive event.

6.4 oti auStralia - TOur along tHE coaST
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tour

Gold Coast
Brisbane

Townsville

Mackay

Gladstone

Newcastle
Sydney

Cairns
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An awareness and fundraising campaign was undertaken 
in PNG simultaneous with the Australian tour.  An 
extensive media following tracked the ‘OTI’ theme across 
all major outlets in PNG (including newspaper, television, 
radio and internet newsmedia). Much advocacy and 
collaborative work was also undertaken among national 
and provincial stakeholders in health.

The pinnacle of the campaign was a successful 
fundraising Gala Event held in Port Moresby in 
November, raising K6.19 million PGK ($2.8 AUD) in 
cash and pledges towards the MV YWAM PNG. Donors 
included senior government officials, major partners and 
business corporations.

The guest of honour and major donor toward the new 
Ship was Minister for National Planning and Rural 
Development, Hon. Charles Abel (pictured above).

The gala was sponsored by one of YWAM MSA’s 
major sponsors, InterOil Corporation, and featured the 
premiere of the short documentary film, “Overcoming 
the Impossible”, produced by Gone Adventurin’.

The documentary captures on screen the essence of one 
of YWAM MSA’s outreaches in the Kikori district of the 
Gulf Province in 2014 while also highlighting InterOil’s 
commitment to social responsibility and the value of 
corporate staff engaging in their company’s sponsored 
projects.

6.5 oti papua nEW guinea
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On the 4 December 2014 the MV YWAM PNG was 
officially purchased by YWAM MSA. The settlement was 
made possible by the generosity of many donors, both in 
cash contributed up until that point and in pledges with 
funds to be realised in 2015.

Of the total purchase price of $6.5 million AUD, more 
than $4.5million AUD was raised in PNG, an incredible 
accomplishment and representation of the priority PNG 

leaders are making in investing in the health of the 
rural majority. The major donor toward the MV YWAM 
PNG was the PNG Department of National Planning 
and Monitoring with a contribution of K5.5million PGK 
(approximately $2.6million AUD).

ANNuAl REPORT 2014 - 2014 SPECIAl - EAST COAST OF AuSTRAlIA

6.6 impOssIBlE oVERCome - vessEl PurChAsEd!

6.7 HOnOuriNG pArtnErs in PnG
At the Gala Event a tiered corporate sponsorship plan was 
announced as YWAM MSA further develops its networks.

Foundational Platinum Corporate Partners, Steamships 
Trading Limited and InterOil Corporation were honoured, 
alongside Foundational Platinum Government partners, 
National Department of Health and Department of 
National Planning and Monitoring. 

88



YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA89



ANNuAl REPORT - APPENDIX

ApPeNDIX
C H A P T E R  S E V E N

90



YWAM MEDICAl SHIPS - AuSTRAlIA

7.1 lETtErS of EndOrsEMent
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7.2 nEWs aRticleS
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Bank of the South Pacific
Central Provincial Government

Credit Corporation
East New Britain Development Corp.

Gadens
Helifix

Independent Public Business Corp. (subsidiaries noted)

InterOil Corporation

Kina Securities
Kramer Ausenco
Light of Hope

Milne Bay Provincial Government
Milne Bay Properties

Morobe Provincial Government
Mineral Rescource Development Company

My Haus
National Department of Health

Department of National Planning and Monitoring

National Petroleum Company PNG
Office of the Speaker (National Parliament)

OilMin Holdings
Oil Search Foundation
PNG Ports Corporation

Puma Energy
PNG Power
Total E&P

Water PNG
Western Provincial Government

Gratitude to the following special guests and contributors:
Guest of Honour, Hon. Charles Abel, Minister for National Planning

Mr. Chris Finlayson, Chairman, InterOil Corporation
Hon. Titus Philemon, Governor for Milne Bay Province

Hon. Ati Wobiro, Governor for Western Province
Hon. Kasiga Kelly Naru, Governor for Morobe Province

Hon. Kila Haoda, Governor for Central Province

The Right Hon. Sir Rabbie Namaliu GCL, CSM, KCMG
YWAM Medical Ships Patron - PNG

wishes to sincerely thank all contributors to the
YWAM Medical Ships - InterOil Gala Event 21.11.14

Funds raised assisted with purchase of the new Training and Medical Ship to be deployed in PNG in 2015

MV YWAM PNG

Acknowledgement also to
MC: ‘Shaz’ Rosemarie Botong, PNG FM

Auctioneer: Mr Jim Robbins
Donated auction items: Larry Santana, Jane Wena, Governor Naru, NRL Ltd

Overcoming the Impossible documentary: produced by Gone Adventurin’, sponsored by InterOil, broadcast by EMTV
Steamships Trading Ltd - Foundational Platinum Sponsor of YWAM MSA

2015 - year of the new ship!

DEPARTMENT OF
NATIONAL PLANNING & MONITORING

PAPUA NEW GUIN EA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

PAPUA NEW GUIN EA

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
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Ship renamed MV YWAM PNG
Sally Pokiton Dec 8, 2014

The new Youth with a Mission medical ship MV Ammari has been renamed MV YWAM PNG following its 
purchase last week.

The ship has been renamed to reflect its new calling before its refit and deployment to PNG waters next year.

YWAM managing director Ken Mulligan,  who was thrilled at the name change, says to take ownership of the 
ship on Thursday and rename it a day after reflects the nation it will serve and the contribution by PNG to see its 
purchase go ahead on December 4th.
“This puts the icing on the cake for us, it is very special indeed,” Mulligan says.

YWAM Medical Ships PNG patron Sir Rabbie Namaliu, in adding his praise to the ship’s name change,  says 
it was more fitting as the National Government through the work of Planning Minister Charles Abel and Health 
sector-lead Minister Michael Malabag with our provincial governments had all shown strong leadership in 
helping this purchase become a reality.

“I am delighted to see this vessel now renamed MV YWAM PNG.  Thanks to large parts of their contributions, 
PNG now has a new training and medical ship and the name reflects that,” Sir Rabbie says.
YWAM Medical Ships operates through a central agreement with the National Department of Health and also 
agreements with provincial governments and the Department of National Planning and Monitoring.

Western, Gulf, Central, Milne Bay, and Oro provinces have all benefitted from the health service it provides and 
next near this will extend to Morobe.

- See more at: http://www.pngloop.com/2014/12/08/ship-renamed-mv-ywam-png/#sthash.xoIakqXw.dpuf

09/12/2014
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Medical ship gets special PNG touch 
December 09,2014, 02:24 am

Tweet 0

IT was bought last Thursday by YWAM Medical Ships and has been renamed to reflect its new calling in Papua New
Guinea waters next year.

MV YWAM PNG is now being refitted in Australia.

YWAM Medical Ships managing director Ken Mulligan was thrilled with the name change.

"This puts the icing on the cake for us. To take ownership on Thursday and then, Friday, be able to re-name this vessel to

reflect the nation that it will serve and that has contributed so much to see it go ahead, is very special indeed," he said in a

statement yesterday

He particularly acknowledged the National Planning and Monitoring Department, under the leadership of Minister Charles

Abel, who contributed K4 million toward the initial deposit on the vessel. A further K1.5 million from the State-Church

Partnership Program had been pledged toward the ship.

YWAM Medical Ship’s PNG patron Sir Rabbie Namaliu is also pleased with the name change.

"I am delighted to see this vessel now renamed MV YWAM PNG. It is most fitting as our National Government, through the

work of Minister Abel and health sector-lead Minister Malabag and our provincial governments have all shown strong

leadership in helping this purchase become a reality."

"Thanks in large part to their contributions, PNG now has a new training and medical ship and the name reflects that."
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We have overcome the impossible : YWAM
Sally Pokiton Dec 5, 2014

The Youth with a Mission (YWAM) medical team had much to celebrate about yesterday when it finalized the purchase 
of the new training and Medical Ship, the MV Ammari.
The new ship which they have been using on a lease arrangement after part payment replaces the retired MV Pacific 
link which had been operating in the southern region of Papua New Guinea since 2010.

MV Ammari will increase YWAM’s service capacity by more than 500 percent accessing more villages for longer periods 
than the usual two weeks clinical outreach as it can carry more medical volunteers.

The new ship contains an operating theatre, a dental clinic, an outpatient medical and surgical clinic, a laboratory, 
lecture room, full optometry service capacity, more storage for medical supplies and more space to transport smaller 
boats which the medical teams can use to different locations at one time. 
                                    
The vessel docked in Townsville’s  Marine Precinct yesterday morning visiting eight ports along the Australian coast 
including Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Gladstone, Brisbane, Gold Coast, Newcastle and Sydney. This journey is to raise 
public awareness  and funds to complete its ‘Overcoming the Impossible’ campaign.
“We are delighted to announce the impossible has truly been overcome with this historic achievement to strengthen our 
relationship with our nearest neighbour,” YWAM Medical Ship Australia’s Managing Director Ken Mulligan said.

“There have been thousands of people that have contributed to the acquisition of the MV Ammari both in Australia and 
PNG and it has truly been a collaborative effort, we are so, so grateful for each and every person that has given to this 
cause,” Mulligan said.
‘Overcoming the Impossible’ fundraising campaign kicked off in July this year with the goal of raising 6.5 million 
Australian dollars (K14.4 million).

The efforts were to purchase MV Ammari, recruit volunteers, collect medical supplies and equipment raise awareness 
about PNG’s critical health concerns.

The biggest contribution was received in PNG two weeks ago at a fundraising dinner in Port Moresby where 2.8 million 
Australian dollar (K6.19 million) was received in pledges and cash from national and provincial governments, and 
corporate donours.YWAM MSA’s PNG Patron and former PNG Prime Minister Sir Rabbie Namaliu said the acquisition 
of MV Ammari will help thousands of people in rural and remote areas to receive health care and training services.“I 
am immensely proud of our organization – its philosophy and its people. The impact of this work is immense as we 
have served to help bridge a critical gap in basic rural health services,” Sir Rabbie said.The MV Ammari will commence 
renovations early next year before making its maiden voyage to PNG.

- See more at: http://www.pngloop.com/2014/12/05/overcome-impossible-ywam/#sthash.ANq3s4IQ.dpuf
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latest news

DENTIST VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES ONBOARD 
YWAM TRAINING AND MEDICAL SHIP

DELIVERING ORAL HEALTH SUPPLIES AT KOKODA

The dental needs in Papua New Guinea (PNG) are extreme. 
There is just one dentist for every 100,000 people.

Since 2010, YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA) 
has provided 180,680 health, training and community 
development services in PNG; including dentistry, primary 
health care, childhood immunisations, optometry, 
ophthalmology and education in association with key 
stakeholders and partners.

A YWAM MSA training and medical ship sails from Townsville 
to Papua New Guinea and has captured the imaginations 
and hearts of many over the past five years. YWAM MSA is 
actively developing communities by addressing the health care 
and training needs in PNG alongside the priorities of the PNG 
National Health Plan and Australian Aid’s commitment to the 
United Nation’s Millennium Development Goals.

One dentist, John Phillips from Ballina (NSW) has travelled to 
PNG to deliver essential dental services in remote communities. 
He has been on four outreaches with YWAM MSA and 
during his last outreach he completed 530 dental fillings and 
extractions.

Of his time with YWAM MSA, Phillips shares a memorable 
anecdote, “Near the end of the trip, one PNG woman, with 
good English skills who was helping us, asked me to look in 
her mouth. She had paddled down the creek for two days and 
brought everyone from her village to see us. All her teeth were 
snapped off at the gum and she told us that two months ago 
she had a toothache and didn’t know which tooth the pain 
was coming from. She had snapped off her teeth one by one 
until she found the abscess so it could drain. By the time she 
saw me, there was pus dripping everywhere and we had to 
take out 17 of her teeth.”

The Ballina dentist often returns home feeling inspired from his 
adventures in PNG and would recommend the experience to 
anyone.

In 2015, YWAM Medical Ships – Australia (YWAM MSA) will 
be conducting four two-week outreaches and is now accepting 
applications for dentists, dental assistants, doctors, nurses, 
midwives, physiotherapists, optometrists, ophthalmologists, 
scrub nurses, orthoptists and general volunteers. YWAM MSA 
invites local and national Australian dentists to join the team.

To find out more information about volunteering, visit 
www.ywamships.org.au or phone YWAM MSA’s headquarters 
in Townsville on 07 4771 2123.

The Kokoda Track is recognised for its historical ties in 
World War II, being the location of the pivotal battle between 
Japanese and Australian forces in 1942. The track itself is a 
single-file jungle thoroughfare that spans 96 km overland 
through the Owen Stanley Range in Papua New Guinea. The 
landscape is rugged, very muddy and slippery.

Dr Peter Clark Ryan and his youngest son, Casper teamed up 
with Executive Excellence* earlier this year to begin intensive 
training for the Kokoda trek. On Sunday, 28 September 2014, 
Peter and Casper flew to Port Moresby. Over the course of 
eight days Peter, Casper and fellow trekkers walked from 
Kokoda Village to Owers’ Corner. On their journey through the 
rough terrain, the trekking team visited the Isurava Memorial, 
climbed to Brigade Hill, pushed through the crests of Maguli 
Range, braved Ua-Ule creek crossings and followed the 
remains of the ‘Golden Staircase’ constructed by the Diggers 
before reaching Uberi.

At Kokoda and the Efogi villages, Peter handed over fluoride 
toothpaste tubes. “Having done the trek with my eldest son 
in 2010, I was concerned with the obvious caries in the kids’ 
teeth. So, instead of giving the village kids lollipops, which has 
been the tradition with previous trekkers, I arranged for 15 kg 
of fluoride toothpaste to be distributed at Kokoda and at Efogi 
villages which is approximately the halfway point of our trek”, 
Peter said.

*Executive Excellence was founded by former senior members of the 
Australian Army.

Peter Clark Ryan hands over toothpaste supplies at Kokoda 
Memorial Hospital.

Dr John Phillips on board YWAM Medical Ship Dental Clinic.
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Medical ship mission complete
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Medical ship mission complete

THE campaign by Youth With A Mission (YWAM) Medical
Ships Australia to purchase a new and bigger medical ship
for Papua New Guinea is complete and MV Ammari is now
at berth in Townsville, Australia, preparing to leave for
PNG in the new year.

MV Ammari sailed into Townsville yesterday on the day YWAM

MSA agreed in a contract several months ago to buy it and it

did.

There was a lot of excitement from the YWAM staff who waited

for it at the wharf.

The new vessel will replace the retired MV Pacific Link, which has been operating in Papua New Guinea since 2010,

achieving over 249,000 health and training services including immunisations, maternal health services, dentistry procedures,

optical and ophthalmic services and in-service training for rural health workers.

The MV Ammari will be able to access more villages for longer periods than the former vessel and will increase YWAM

service capacity by more than 500 per cent. The vessel docked at Townsville’s marine precinct yesterday morning after

visiting eight ports along the Australian coast.
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By MATTHEW KELLY

Sept. 26, 2014, 10 p.m.

Youth With A Mission ship, Ammari, in

town prior to PNG visit

Managing director of Youth With A Mission Newcastle, David Stephenson at Queens Wharf
Newcastle with the group's new ship Ammari. Picture Max Mason Hubers

 AUSTRALIA’S newest medical ship MV Ammari will be in Newcastle for the next
three weeks to raise awareness and funds to assist its work in Papua New
Guinea.

The ship, charted by Townsville-based non-profit organisation YWAM medical
ships, is visiting east coast ports as part of its ‘Overcoming the impossible tour’.
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IT was bought last Thursday by YWAM Medical Ships and has been renamed to reflect its new calling in Papua New
Guinea waters next year.

MV YWAM PNG is now being refitted in Australia.

YWAM Medical Ships managing director Ken Mulligan was thrilled with the name change.

"This puts the icing on the cake for us. To take ownership on Thursday and then, Friday, be able to re-name this vessel to

reflect the nation that it will serve and that has contributed so much to see it go ahead, is very special indeed," he said in a

statement yesterday

He particularly acknowledged the National Planning and Monitoring Department, under the leadership of Minister Charles

Abel, who contributed K4 million toward the initial deposit on the vessel. A further K1.5 million from the State-Church

Partnership Program had been pledged toward the ship.

YWAM Medical Ship’s PNG patron Sir Rabbie Namaliu is also pleased with the name change.

"I am delighted to see this vessel now renamed MV YWAM PNG. It is most fitting as our National Government, through the

work of Minister Abel and health sector-lead Minister Malabag and our provincial governments have all shown strong

leadership in helping this purchase become a reality."

"Thanks in large part to their contributions, PNG now has a new training and medical ship and the name reflects that."
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By ASHLEIGH GLEESON

Sept. 15, 2014, 10 p.m.

Visiting medical ship carries hope for

thousands

A SHIP that will provide life-saving healthcare to thousands of people in Papua
New Guinea is calling at Newcastle  this month.

Novocastrians will be able to take free tours of the Youth with a Mission (YWAM)
Medical Ship as it travels down the east coast in an attempt to raise awareness
and funds.

YWAM’s current vessel, the MV Pacific Link, has reached the end of its life and
the organisation has a lease-to-buy contract for a new ship called MV Ammari.
However, $5million  is needed by December.
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Ship ahoy! A lifesaver docks in Gladstone
Sherele Moody | 5th Sep 2014 5:00 AM

MEDICAL ship ahoy!

One of the country's signi�cant healthcare vessels will sail into
Gladstone today.

The MV Ammari will dock at the Gladstone marina for three days.

The community is invited aboard to meet the crew and tour the catamaran.

Operated by Youth With A Mission - Medical Ships Townsville, it will soon be the only medical
ship providing health services in Papua New Guinea where 1 in 13 children die before the age
of �ve and daily �ve women lose their life during childbirth.

The �ve-month YWAM Townsville's Overcoming the Impossible
campaign is supported by the Gladstone Ports Corporation which is
providing free wharfage for the MV Ammari.

The organisation is trying to raising $5 million for the ship by
December 4.

Managing director Ken Mulligan said the ship would spend 11 months
a year in PNG from next year.

"When you meet these people and see how they live, and how much
they long for hope, it really puts things in perspective," he said.

"One lady we saw travelled for two weeks in a dugout canoe with her
husband and three small children.

"She was blind and desperate for help."

He said the team performed basic ophthalmic surgery onboard. As a result she saw her three
children for the �rst time.

"When I hear stories like that, I just think - how can we not do this?" he said.

The MV Ammari will be open to the public at the marina tomorrow and on Sunday from 10am
- 4pm.
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7.3  aCronYms AnD aBBrEviaTionS
 

ABCD Asset-based community development
ACFID Australian Council for International Development
AIDS Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome
AUD Australian Dollar
CASA Civil Aviation Authority
CH Child Health
CHW Community Health Worker
CPR Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation
DEN Dental
EA Engaging Australians
HIV Human Immunodeficiency Virus 
HSH Henry Schien Halas
IAPB International Agency for the Prevention of Blindness
JCU James Cook University
K Kina (see PKG)
KRA Key Result Area
LF Lymphatic Filariasis
LLHS Living Light Health Service
LLIN Long-Lasting Insecticidal Net
MA Malaria
MBPHA Milne Bay Provincial Health Authority
MDA Mass Drug Administration
MDG Millennium Development Goals
MDR Multi Drug Resistance
MH Maternal Health
MMR Maternal Mortality Ratio
MOU Memorandum of Understanding
MSA Medical Ships – Australia
MV Mechant Vessel
NCD National Capital District
NDOH National Department of Health
NHS National HIV & AIDS Strategy
NHATU National HIV & AIDS Training Unit
NIE Newspapers in Education
NTD Neglected Tropical Disease
OAM Order of Australia
OPH Ophthalmology
OPT Optometry
OTFRDP Ok Tedi Fly River Development Program 
OTI Overcoming the Impossible campaign
PGK Papua New Guinea Kina
PHA Provincial Health Authority
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PHC Primary Health Care
PICT Provider Initiated Counselling and Testing
PNG Papua New Guinea
RAM Rotarians Against Malaria
RANZCO The Royal Australian and New Zealand College of Ophthalmologists
RDT Rapid Diagnostic Test
RN Registered Nurse
SIA Supplementary Immunisation Activity
SICS Small Incision Cataract Surgery
STI Sexually Transmitted Infection
TB Tuberculosis
TBA Traditional Birth Attendant
UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund
VCT Voluntary Testing and Counselling
WHO World Health Organisation
YWAM Youth With a Mission
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